
 
 
             

 

Hello Everyone, 

The first half of 2007 has been an 
eventful one – but it seems that where 
six or more kiwi are gathered (and there 
are prospects of more), there is lots 
going on for and around them. 
 
Kiwi Update  

The star of the show has undoubtedly 
been Percy, the kiwi dog who found 
Waikiwianui. Registered as a 

Threatened 
Species 
tracking dog, 
Percy is trained 
to track 
different native 
New Zealand 
birds, usually 
those that are 
classed as 
threatened 

(could become extinct if we do nothing).  
Percy is a working English Setter who 
when he finds a kiwi will ‘point’ and not 
move until his handler tells him to. It was 
really interesting watching Percy 
working the area sniffing out the birds.  
“Is this a new burrow, or this an old 
burrow”.  Percy can usually tell the 
difference – very clever.  Soon we will 
have him back to find Pounamu who lost 
her transmitter a week after we found 
Waikiwianui. It was more important to 
find Waikiwianui because of the male’s 
vital role in incubating the egg. Now we 
are into the breeding season, we need 
to be able to find the male half of any 
pair (great if he’s sitting on an egg). 
 
Little known facts about Kiwi:    
1. A 1200 gram kiwi is big enough to 
fight off a stoat.  
2. Unless kiwi chicks are in a controlled  
 

 
 
 
 
 
area (where predators like stoats are  
killed off) 95% of the baby chicks die 
before they reach six months of age. 
3. The biggest threat to the adult kiwi is 
the dog, ferret and loss of habitat 
(people chopping the trees down). 

 
Friendly signs for dogs and their owners     
                   Photo: Melody McLaughlin 
 
4. The Kiwi is identified as an ‘indicator’ 
species.  If kiwi survives well in a 
particular area then the ecosystem is in 
good shape.  
5. The calls of the male and female kiwi 
are very different.  Check out our 
website for a listen. 
6. The kiwi can live for more the 50 
years if protected from predators.  
 
Progress report on each kiwi 

Koniwi  (Konini School) 
This fellow’s body is still at Massey 
University and will shortly be returned.  
We will let people know when he will be 
returned to the park. 
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Milo (Fernlea School) 
Milo is on the move, and we recently 
weighed him and changed his 
transmitter.  He has not put on weight 
like the others but is holding his own.  
Perhaps because he is from Kaitaia he 
is still adapting to the colder weather.  
We have high hopes that he may pair off 
with Pounamu as he is in the area 
where she was last seen.   
Lorenzo (St Claudines) 
Lorenzo was found in the same burrow 
as Manaia a couple of months ago. We 
wonder if Manaia has found a new mate.  
Recently when we changed his 
transmitter he was in such a great 
burrow he snuck out the back door 
before we realised and hid further down 
the valley. Clever boy, we like it that the 
birds are smart. 
Manaia (Pukeatua School) 
Here’s hoping that, whoever Manaia 
decides to team up with, she lays some 
more eggs. Wouldn’t that be marvellous! 
Tahunahuna (Arakura School) 
He has moved from the heights back 
down to the release area and kicked 
Milo out of his territory, which is why 
Milo is now up with Pounamu. 
Tahunahuna is definitely a bird with 
attitude. Took two of us to change his 
transmitter because he was so ‘active’, 
but he too has put on weight which is 
excellent news.  
Waikiwianui (Wainuiomata School) 
It was such a relief to find Waikiwianui 
and also to see that he had put on so 
much weight after sitting on the egg for 
65 days.  When Percy found his burrow, 
we almost walked away thinking it was 
an old one, but Percy was determined 
and wouldn’t come away when called 
(as he has been trained). 
Potiki (Wainuiomata Marae) 
Potiki is definitely a girl who likes to stick 
close with the other birds, obviously 
enjoying the company. When her 
transmitter was changed last month her 
weight has gone up which is great.  
There must be plenty of kiwi food out 
there.  

Pounamu (Wainuiomata Marae) 
We obviously don’t know where 
Pounamu is but we do know she was in 
good condition when we last saw her 
and we have a general idea of her 
whereabouts. 
Matamua (Trapping Volunteers) 
Currently 888grms (25 June) and 
growing.  He does not like to be handled 
but is otherwise a happy boy and putting 
on weight weekly.  Once he reaches 
1200 grams we will put him back in the 
park to fend for himself.  We want to do 
this before the stoats peak in December 
and January to give him time to settle in 
his new playground. 

 
Matamua   Photo: DOC 
 
Kiwis 1, 2 and 3 
At least two more kiwi will arrive in the 
park this year, probably females from 
Willowbank, expected in November. 
Watch local papers for details. 
Also, look out for the display in the Mall, 
with the kiwi egg Matamua once 
inhabited, plus Stitch the stuffed stoat 
and the humane kill traps we use for 
trapping stoats and rats.  Any questions 
email info@rimutakatrust.org.nz or ring 
Melody 564 6213 
 
TVNZ Filming 

On 28 June a large contingent of bright 
orange-clad volunteers and family, a 
large kiwi, Ruru the German Shepherd 
(muzzled and on a lead), a dead 
possum, and Stitch the stuffed stoat 
along with traps, kiwi signs and tracking 
equipment met up with Nic Valance from 
Department of Conservation and a film 



crew from TVNZ. Their mission was to 
film a four minute piece for TVNZ’s 
planned ad-free digital channel, which 
will among other things, promote 
community work which concurs with 
DOC’s aims. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  Photo – Peter Cooper 
We all had a great time on the 
Catchpool Loop, with Melody’s nephew 
Cullyn in the kiwi outfit as the star turn, 
and Bill McCabe and Melody as 
informative interviewees about our role 
in the park, and dog control respectively.  
We rounded off an enjoyable afternoon 
with a hot drink courtesy Colin 
McLaughlin. The segment will screen 
sometime after the new channel begins 
transmission on 30 September, probably 
between 3 and 5pm. 
By Margaret Willard 

 
 Seen in the park after the TV shoot – a 
strange creature, apparently half man, half 
kiwi. Species ID, anyone?   Photo: Melody 
McLaughlin 
 

Monitoring Programme 

In May this year, the Rimutaka Forest 
Park Trust Kiwi Project decided, with 
Sean Crossland’s help, to set up a 
rodent/mustelid monitoring program, 
with a view to monitoring the presence 
of rodents in the Turere catchment area.  
Using the technique set out in the 
Department of Conservation’s best 
practice, we will use pre-inked tracking 
tunnels set up in randomly located lines 
throughout the area. We will bait these 
tunnels and then, by identifying their 
footprints, record the numbers and kinds 
of animals that have entered the 
tunnels. 
Using a control area for comparison, this 
data will over time provide us with useful 
information about the relative 
abundance of rodents in the Turere 
catchment and the effect of stoat 
trapping on that rodent population. It 
may also give us an insight into the 
relative abundance of native 
invertebrates, especially wetas. This 
additional data source for mustelids 
(stoats, ferrets and weasels) may also 
be valuable in measuring the relative 
effects on stoat populations if different 
trapping programmes are tried in the 
future. 
Overall, the monitoring program will give 
us a deeper understanding of the kiwi 
release area, and that should prove 
invaluable in establishing not only a 
strong Kiwi population in the Rimutaka 
Forest Park, but also other native bird 
populations. 
Thank you to Scott Farrell and Philippa 
Crisp from the Greater Wellington 
Regional Council for lending us your 
experience and expertise. Now that we 
are now in the final stages of 
preparation with only a few practical 
issues to iron out, we hope the program 
will be underway very soon.  
 
Sean Crossland 
 
 



RFPT Website Updated 

Our RFPT website was recently 
massively revised and updated. 
Our intention is to make this website a 
helpful online resource for 
- prospective volunteers and trap 
  sponsors 
- local school children and educators 
  doing assignments and research   
  projects about eco-systems, native  
  wildlife and conservation 
- trust members for secure access to  
  administrative tools and resources 
- eco-tourists, campers and trampers  
  looking for great NZ adventures and  
  scenery in the Greater Wellington   
  Region 
- journalists and editors seeking news  
  stories of general interest to their  
  readers 
The site contains links to other Internet 
resources and conservation-related 
organisations. Coincidently and perhaps 
appropriately, given our interest in kiwis, 
the website is hosted by KiwiWebHost! 
Check out the results at 
www.rimutakatrust.org.nz  
By Peter Cooper 
NB: Peter has done a great job of 
enlivening and enriching our website! 
Well worth a look.                     Ed. 
 

Whangarei kiwi trip    

The objective of this two day trip was to 
have a few of us ‘certified’ to handle our 
kiwi and change their transmitters. 
We felt quite at home the first day - it 
rained!  Everyone, apart from Kate and 
I, were very happy as this was the first 
rain in quite some time, and the leaf litter 
in the bush was crunchy underfoot.  
This trip was a great opportunity to meet 
up with some kiwi handlers from the 
Department of Conservation who had 
been monitoring these birds over the 
last 10-11 years. They were a great 
crowd who made us very welcome, with 

special thanks due to Sue Bell who was 
bombarded with all our questions.  
 

 
Kate Zwartz with Yagi antenna near the 
Whangarei track. Photo: Melody McLaughlin 
 
What fascinated Kate and me was the 
number of birds in a relatively small area 
of bush (an island of bush of 750ha in a 
sea of farmland) and that the trackers 
could drive to the job, hop out of the 
truck, get the gear out, pick up a signal, 
then start walking – amazing.   For those 
of you who know the Turere it’s a 
reasonable slog up hill for 50 minutes 
before we even get near the kiwi site. 
Another interesting difference between 
our birds and theirs - in the winterless 
north the kiwi are infested with ticks, lots 
of them, but they appear to do them no 
harm. All the birds we handled were in 
excellent condition getting ready for the 
breeding season. I’m told these are 
special kiwi ticks, and not the ones you 
get off dogs or cattle, but I DON’T 
CARE, I still did not like them crawling 
on me. But having said all that I would 
happily do it all again. 
By Melody McLaughlin 
On day three (when Melody had gone 
off to an Auckland office block), Kate 
was lucky enough to spend the day with 



the dog handler who found our Waikiwi-
a-nui.  His dog, Percy, has amazing 
skills and flushed out the scent of nine 
kiwi during the day. Many were above 
ground, just sheltering in clumps of fern, 
and about half were juveniles who had 
never been caught, and needed 
transponders inserted. We gained 
valuable experience in handling birds, 
assessing their condition, and watching 
the experts. We hope to put this 
knowledge to good use in helping care 
for our own birds in the Rimutaka Forest 
Park. 
By Kate Zwartz 
 
Sponsor-a-Trap Scheme 

The scheme now has 128 traps 
sponsored. The latest sponsors, the 
Sinclair Family from Heretaunga, are the 
scheme’s first Gold Kiwi Sponsors, or 
the first to sponsor 20 or more traps. 
The Silver Kiwi Sponsor title will go to 
whoever sponsors 10 or more traps. 
Invoices are now going out for those 
sponsors whose previous year’s 
sponsorship has, or is about to, run out, 
and will continue over the next month. 
 

 
Susan Ellis with a DOC 200 trap. Photo: M 
Willard 
 

Trapping 

Trapping continues, thanks to our active 
volunteers braving winter weather.  
Stoat numbers are normal, with 6 
caught in May and 5 in June.��

��������	
�� �
The intrepid Dawn Chorus team have 
been plugging away at the possums and 
other beasties in the Catchpool and 
environs.   Chris Mitchell and his 
intensive trapping regime came in 
recently and blitzed the area, with 111 
possums caught in only a few nights, a 
high tally given the possum-unfriendly 
weather lately.  Chris will do another run 
when the weather has improved.  Colin 
Mclaughlin and his grandchildren 
(youngest Porscha only 7), Anania 
Randall and his daughters, Bill  Milne 
and Maarten Vink are all doing their bit 
to reduce the destruction caused by 
these vegetation processing machines.  
When a tree fell across Grace’s Stream 
a few months back, Colin thwarted 
possum efforts to use it as a bridge with 
leghold traps. 
We’re always looking for young keen 
men and women able to spare a couple 
of hours max to check traps in the 
Catchpool, using either humane possum 
kill traps or leghold traps.� 
 
DOC Report 

The Catchpool Valley is starting to look 
a picture again, with the end of two 
years’ hard work since the ‘05 floods in 
sight.  
The Catchpool Stream river works are 
completed, with new groynes and 
retaining walls to contain the stream and 
three thousand plants along the banks. 
The washed out areas of the Catchpool 
Road are now resealed.  
The start of the Orongorongo Track has 
been reshaped and resurfaced with 
further work planned in the near future. 
Gerard Galvin of Raroa Builders has 
built a new boardwalk, and the 
replacement of two bridges on the Nga 
Taonga Track should be finished by the 
end of August. 



Keith Dyett has been kept busy 
upgrading the Block Toilet, reinstating 
the lawns in the campground and 
replacing the bollards along the first 
washout.  
Gary has had the one tonne digger 
going flat out cutting new track to 
Haurangi Hut and across the large slips 
on Big Bend Track. Raukawa Lodge has 
a new deck and plans have arrived for a 
new deck and porch for Jan’s Hut.  
Preliminary work has started on the 
development of mountain bike tracks in 
the logged areas at Catchpool, with the 
downhill track route already flagged. 
A lot of praise has to go out to the staff 
at Catchpool - Keith Dyett, Gary Bak, 
Dave Lewis, Bex Wolfe and many others 
for all the hard work, sweat and tears 
that have got the park on its feet again 
and looking the picture it truly is. 
By Shane Hatwell 

Community Trust Luncheon 

Our two Bills, Milne and McCabe 
enjoyed the Wellington Community 
Trust’s formal luncheon at the Stadium 
in June. It was an opportunity to meet 
other funding recipients and to thank the 
Trust for its contributions. 
 

News of Friends 

Our tracking, trapping and rostering 
stalwarts, Robin and Sandy Toy  
unfortunately were involved in a motor 
accident in the South Island, in which 
Sandy suffered multiple fractures. She is 
now recovering at home, and we hope 
she won’t be laid up for too long. Best 
wishes to Sandy.  Their email address is 
twotoys@xtra.co.nz 
Trust Committee member Russ McStay  
has been in hospital following major 
surgery. We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 
The following story is by former DOC 
contractor in the park and much missed 
participant in all things conservational –
and conversational - John Rush . 
 

I am Your Nemesis!"  

Even in the remote township of Mamaku 
word filters through that the RFP Trust's 
endless quest to snuff the life out of 
mustelids and their partners in crime, 
possums, rats and feral cats continues 
unabated. "Expansion", "intensification" 
are the words one hears up this way. 
They're like music to the ear. 
How different it now seems from the 
beginning when one man dog-trotted 
alone over 15 kms of track each  
fortnight to clear the stoat traps Ian 
McFadden and trust member,  
Mark Coughlan had laid. Yep! Kevin 
O'Donnell , fresh from eighteen months 
working on a remote oil pipeline in 
Khazakstan, returned to NZ and threw 
his energy, charisma and talent into a 
one-man pest-control vendetta. Not 
content with stoats, he declared war on 
rats and possums. A hundred possum 
traps were laid off-track, no ridge too 
steep or valley too deep for Kevin. 

 
Snow in them thar hills: Melody McLaughlin 
 
As he half-walked, half-ran towards the 
traps waving "Excalibur" (his hammer) 
aloft, his war-cry, "I am your nemesis!" 
could be heard echoing up the valley. 
Many of the tracks Kevin laid are still the 
mainstay of our fledgling "mainland 
island" project.  
Of course he didn't have it all on his own 
- redoubtable high-country fencer, 
bushman and bon vivant Arthur Walter 
Ditchburn,  a DOC employee arrived, 
thrashed the valleys and bush every 
weekend and spent endless after-work 
hours on summer evenings setting and 
clearing trap lines. Between the two of 



them and the routes they took, mere 
mortals were ill-advised to tread the 
same paths. Only Chris Mitchell, who 
started trapping when he was about 
three, could equal, and today maybe 
surpass their deeds. 
Last month Department of Conservation 
staff farewelled Andrew Morrison , 
latterly Poneke Area's ecological officer 
and formerly one of The National 
University of Australia's brightest young 
science graduates. Andrew had some 
endearing qualities - in spite of his spare 
appearance he always appreciated a bit 
of plain tucker, liked his tea black and 
hot and made life real simple for his 
hosts. Andy's easy manner, trained 
mind and enthusiasm made him a 
natural for the DOC position. 
The Trust rates a mention in Andy's  
Career, as he started first with us as a 
volunteer trapper. Interestingly, shortly 
after he began his tenure with Poneke, a 
birdcall resembling the Australian triller 
was reportedly heard at Catchpool's  
top-end carpark. Much reference was 
made as to why Australian fauna were 
appearing in the Park shortly after Andy 
arrived. However the ribbing was short-
lived when the suspect bird was 
identified as a rosella. Rob Stone very 
kindly invited Bill Milne from the Trust 
and Evelyn and myself to the farewell. It 
was an occasion of warmth and sincerity 
- very like Andrew himself. 
Footnote: A bloke turned up in Mamaku 
a weekend or two back, reckoned he 
was looking for John Rush. He was 
driving a two-door sportscar and 
wearing a leather jacket with just a hint 
of mauve. Tall, whipcord physique and 
of a dignified demeanour, Arthur 
Ditchburn was a sight for sore eyes. 
Now living on a 35 foot ketch, anchored 
somewhere near Helensville with Jenny, 
an Australian and the love of his life.  
Arthur's working on projects near 
Warkworth. A lot of Evelyn's scones 
washed down with black tea were eaten 
that Saturday night in Mamaku. 
By John Rush 

VACANCIES – WANTED 
Egg Bait Co-ordinator 
You know the saying “Many hands make 
light work”? 3-400 humane kill traps are 
currently located around the Turere 
catchment in the Park, to protect the 
kiwi, particularly chicks, from stoats, the 
main predator, and responsible for over 
30% of all chick deaths. 
To bait the traps the Trust uses chicken 
eggs which are changed once a month 
in the summer and once every two 
months in the winter by volunteers who 
check and clear the traps regularly. 
The Wainuiomata Caltex garage very 
kindly supports us by storing trays of 
eggs and other odds and sods which the 
trappers may require. 
We are looking for someone to ensure 
there are always enough eggs available.   
Responsibilities would be to: 

·  Source cheapest egg suppliers 
·  Purchase eggs from preferable 

local suppliers 
·  Pop into the Caltex garage 

regularly to check there are 
enough eggs. 

·  Keep the stock of eggs turning 
over so the fresher ones are 
used last. 

The Trust covers any costs associated 
with the purchase of eggs. Interested?  
Contact Melody, details below. 
ALSO WANTED  
Minute Taker   
We are looking for a volunteer to take 
minutes at our monthly kiwi project 
meeting. The project team is made up of 
volunteers, each looking after an area of 
support for the North Island Brown kiwi 
released in the park.   
What’s involved; 

·  Approximately four hours per 
month 

·  You would need access to a 
computer with email and 
Microsoft Word.  

·  Note and send out highlights of 
discussions and action points 
during the meeting. 



·  Send reminders to everyone of 
meeting schedule, time and 
place (this occasionally changes) 
a few days before meeting. 

·  Attend meeting 4th Tuesday of 
the month from 7.30pm to 9pm 
(occasionally ending 9.30pm.) 

Members of the project team submit 
updates before meeting, and minutes 
taken are more to capture key points, 
action points and highlights than full 
blown minutes. 
You don’t have to be a quick writer or 
have fancy secretarial skills, just be 
reliable, available each month and quick 
to smile… A great way to get involved in 
a cool project without having to get wet 
in the bush!! 
Please contact Melody at 564 6213 or  
info@rimutakatrust.org.nz if interested.  
 

Upcoming Events  

Conservation Week  is imminent, and 
DOC staff have organised activities 
including events related to the planned 
Marine Reserve on the south coast and 
a Weed Swap in conjunction with the Of 
Gorse Of Course exhibition at the 
NewDowse gallery, on 11 August from 
10am to 3pm. 
Now is the time to begin thinking about 
our float for the Wainuiomata 
Christmas Parade  on 15 December. 

 Last year’s Christmas float       M Willard 
Last year we won the community group 
category, and fresh ideas are needed to 
promote our work and to make this 

year’s float even better. To get involved, 
phone Melody on 564 6213. 
 
Kindred Groups  

Friends of Belmont Regional Park 
have been active recently planting 
Native trees at Dry Creek entrance, at 
the Oakleigh St entrance, with some of 
our Trust members there. 
Possum bait station monitoring by Bill 
Milne is ongoing, and he is also doing a 
Phenology check monthly for Greater 
Wellington on 10 different tree species. 
 Lower Hutt Branch of Forest & Bird  
are still going strong on the tree planting 
on started on Matiu/Somes Island 1981, 
with a keen group (Mum and Dad’s 
Army) going out every second Monday. 
Infilling is now being done with canopy 
trees such as rimu, matai, kohekohe, 
titoki, rewarewa etc. DOC recently 
recognised 25 years of planting by four 
of the remaining original planting group. 
Kaumatua Tramping Club  members 
have been active in and around 
Rimutaka Forest Park, many trapping 
stoats, and some also members of our 
Trust. 
 
The Smaller Residents of the Park 
Did you know?  

This is the cast off 
case of the Bush 
Giant Dragonfly or 
Kapokapowai 
(Uropetala 
carovei) larva. 

Living underground in seepage areas, 
this voracious feeder snaps up night 
insects passing its burrow entrance by 
unfolding and extending its lower jaw. 
After several years it emerges from its 
burrow at night, leaving its larval case 
on vegetation near the breeding ground.  

Bright ideas needed!!   
Can you think of a more inspired or 
meaningful name for this newsletter?  
Best wishes,  
Margaret Willard 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


