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It's the end of a busy and productive year.
Two releases of kiwi into the park, the
continuing trapping of pests and monitoring
of the birds, as well as admin tasks, have
kept a large number of volunteers busy.

One of the two kiwi released in August. Photo M
Willard

The second kiwi release occasion in August
was a low key event attended by members,
friends and family. Sisters Pounamu and
Potiki from Willowbank Wildlife Park were
named, welcomed and blessed by members
of Wainuiomata Marae before being taken
to the park, where they have settled well
into their kiwi paradise.

The year has culminated with our
participation in the Wainuiomata Christmas
Parade, in which we won the award for the
best community float, largely thanks to
Melody’s inspiration and efforts in making
eight representations of our kiwi, her niece
Ehlana again taking on the role of kiwi, and

other family members making up the
numbers.

For those of us who took part, the occasion
was a truckload of fun, so to speak, even if
the weather was soggy and grey, and
keeping up with the float while handing out
sweets, pamphlets and stickers was a
challenge! Truck lender and driver Lee
Carson is keen to be involved again next
year, promising a bigger truck, so perhaps
we could include more wildlife and more
members.

Kiwi Update to November 2006

This is the second update of the birds in the
Rimutaka Forest Park. Some have been
behaving themselves, others leading us all a



merry dance, but all very much treasured.
Due to the weekly checking of the birds
there are now some very fit people in
Wainuiomata and beyond.

Kiwi claw - defence tool
Little known facts about Kiwi:

1. Their ears are bigger then their eyes. _

2. They're only bird in the world without Manaia
a tail

3. They use their claws (above) to fight
with, not their beaks

4. A Kiwi can run as fast (if not faster)
than a person.

5. A single Kiwi's territory can cover the
equivalent of 60 football fields.

KONIWI

(Konini School)

The grand master of Houdini tricks (must
have been training Milo) has been popping
in and out of area. (When we track him we
sometimes get a signal, sometimes not). It
has become something of a challenge
amongst the trackers to see who can ‘find’
him. The discussion has now moved to
helicopters to track from the air to get a
clear reading of his location.

WAIKIWIANUI

(Wainuiomata School)

We are all still hopeful that Manaia and
Waikiwianui have developed a pair bond
and we may have the opportunity of eggs
sometime in the near future. We will just
have to be patient and wait and see.

MILO

(Fernlea School)

Milo seems determined to generate high
stress levels amongst the human minders.
Yet again, thankfully he has re appeared
and has been tracked to where he is

sleeping in his burrow. He seems to have

developed a liking for a particular area and
has settled in really well.

LORENZO

(St Claudines)

The baby of the bunch has stopped foraging
during the day, and settled into a ‘normal’
kiwi pattern of doing it at night. We think his
habits may have been due to his previous
life as a display bird who was used to the
same hours as us humans.

MANAIA

(Pukeatua School)

Manaia is now the youngest and smallest of
females at just over four years and has an
ideal weight of just over 2160g.

TAHUNAHUNA

(Pukeatea) School

Tahunahuna seems to be the one bird
covering 60 football fields as mentioned
above (in the little known facts). With all the
moving about he does, it will be interesting
to see how much stronger his muscles will
be when he’s checked again. Perhaps he’s
in training and eying up a distant peak to
visit — but we hope not!

POTIKI

(Wainuiomata Marae)

This young lady decided to live in a burrow
down a very steep bank, during a howling
gale. Her kiwi handler had to hang upside
down while someone else held onto their
legs to get Potiki out of her burrow for her
first weighing. Potiki is a good weight,
having lost only 35 grams since release.

POUNAMU

(Wainuiomata Marae)

This girl was weighed early in October and it
was great to see she had slimmed down
from her ‘fat’ 31509 to 2640g. Great to see
her, although she was very grumpy and
kicking like a mule. We were pleased to see
she lives in a very, very deep burrow. The
handler was fully stretched out inside the
burrow getting her out for weighing (with
bugs crawling in her ear — yuk).

From Melody McLaughlin



Trapping Update

Winter is over and stoat numbers are on the
rise again. Two unusual catches have been
a possum in CR 5 in November, and what
we think was a weasel in East Whakanui 5A
in October.

Our traplines are expanding!

The entire East Whakanui track to the
Orongorongo River was deployed in early
September. Thanks to members of the
Tararua Tramping Club and the Toys for
taking on this fairly long run.

And on the west side of the catchment,
Kevin Bateman and Claudia Duncan are
deploying the BO and Boys Brigade lines.
This gives an extra line of defence for kiwi
like Potiki, no16, Milo, no 26, and
Tahunahuna, no 36, who have strayed over
the McKerrow ridge.

All trap lines have been checked in the last
month, and the trapping networks are
functioning well, apart from some vandalism
with people setting off traps with sticks
(probably reflecting the increased traffic on
tracks).

Most volunteers have been on board for
over a year, some longer. New volunters
are still being trained and inducted by Mark
Graham (mark.graham@paradise.net.nz if
you know of anyone else keen to start).

Kate Zwartz

Tales from the Bush

| cannot draw, but | wish | could, because
funny things happen when we’re out
tracking and trapping which I’'m sure would
make the basis for a picture-book
bestseller. Maybe we should start a log of
amusing things that happen when out
tracking. Then, when the Rimutaka kiwi
population is famous worldwide, we can
publish a book and plough the enormous
proceeds into kiwi conservation. Here are a
few for starters:

I’'m so keen on kiwi | even share my lunch
with them. No 36 (Tahunahuna) used to
hang about on the LG/EW tracks. On one

occasion | was tracking south near LG4
turning the gain lower and lower as | came
closer to the ‘burrow’. Just as | began to
wonder if 36 would be sat in the middle of
the path the signal went around to the North
- 36 just had to be under a stump right next
to the path. As | bent over to look into a
likely looking hole, an apple rolled out of the
pocket of my rucksack and straight down
the ‘burrow’ under the stump! I'd like to say
| heard Tahunahuna growl, but that would
be a tall tale.

| like fantails too. One week we took some
visitors stoat trapping. Partway up the hill
from Sunny Grove there was a commotion
above our heads with several fantails calling
and displaying. ‘Look at all those fantails’
says I, ‘That's not a fantail’ said one of the
visitors. Of course it is, | thought, how
could anyone mistake a fantail? After a
couple of ‘Yes itis’, ‘No itisn't’, I finally
cottoned on, for there, not 2m above our
heads was a morepork, solemnly watching
us while being mobbed by several agitated
fantails. We watched each other for a
while, the morepork tracking all our moves
with his eyes.

| wonder what kiwi make of our radios? A
few weeks back, | was tracking along the
West Whakanui when | realised my radio
had dropped off my belt. When, where? |
had stepped off the path in a few places,
but couldn’t recollect exactly where. |
reckoned the chance of finding that radio
was pretty slim. Eventually | ran out of
expletives and went to find Sandy who was
tracking on the McKerrow side of the Turere
Valley. We then returned to the West
Whakanui where Sandy started talking
constantly into her radio. To our
amazement after 20 minutes or so, we
heard a voice from the bush and after a
brief search found the missing radio off the
path hidden under some brush!

Melody tells a nice tale too. One day when
coming back from tracking, she was
accosted by a child who started telling her
all about the kiwi up in the hills and how a
nice lady had been to her school to tell the
kids about the kiwi and give away chocolate
birds. Melody doesn't tell how the kid



reacted when she enlightened her that she
was the nice lady!

Final tale goes to Susan (a.k.a. Kiwis &
Boon), who became so enthralled with the
love-life of our kiwi, that she regaled us all
with her lurid imagination.

It was his chiselled, handsome beak
which had first attracted Manaia to
Waikiwianui. Despite the ridiculous
name he had wormed his way into
her heart when they met under the
dark forest and ran together through
the snowy winter night. They were
both still traumatised by the sudden
dislocations they had experienced
from their warm, comfortable Kkiwi
houses up into the wild. But this had
only served to create an even
stronger bond, and they were soon
snug in their kamahi palace,
forgetting the horrible humans who
had dumped them here, and
dreaming of the time when
symphonies of kiwi calls would be
heard ringing out in harmony across
the ranges.

Lorenzo snuffled gently to himself in
consolation as he heard Manaia and
Waikiwianui calling close by. He
knew he was beaten. He would
have to find another mate. But first
he must grow stronger; never again
would he be called the runt of the
litter. He snapped up another worm.
But what was that strange call from
further up the ridge?

Potiki was feeling very lonely since
losing her sister. She had tried to
make friends with the new female
since arriving in the valley, but
Manaia had only one thing on her
mind. Potiki resolved to leave the
valley and go in search of
companions higher up. Her heart
heavy, she failed to notice the small
male kiwi following stealthily just
behind her.

Second installment coming soon.
Will Lorenzo and Potiki meet up?
Will Potiki flatten poor Lorenzo with

her passion and bulk?
..... (Censored)..... Or will Lorenzo
prevail and grow to become the
strongest male of the valley (as his
recent increase in weight suggests)?

Happy tracking and trapping and thanks for
all the effort.

Robin Toy
Sponsor a Trap Site

The purpose of this scheme is to provide
the Kiwi Project with a long term funding
base and to enable people with an interest
in the future of our kiwi population to have
an active part in the restoration movement.
Since the scheme was launched at our
Release Day in May of this year we have 90
trap sites sponsored by 59 individuals or
groups and this has raised $3175.

This is a good start but as we now have
nearly 500 traps deployed we obviously
have a long way to go to complete our
potential sponsorship. An e-mail to
saveakiwi@xtra.co.nz is all that is
necessary for you to receive a copy of our
flyer about the scheme. Just fill in the
application form included and forward it to
the address given.

By sponsoring a trap site you will help with
the maintenance of traps, the supply of
baits, training and equipment for the
volunteer trappers and the monitoring and
caring for the released kiwi.

Bill McCabe
The Dawn Chorus Project

Colin McLaughlin and Bill Milne’s Tuesday
excursions continue to yield high tallies of
possums and rats, although stoat numbers
are now very low. Colin’s six year old
granddaughter Porcsha is already being
initiated into the joys of trapping — in all
weathers by the look of it - and the
satisfaction of wielding a trophy rat.



Photo — Melody McLaughlin
Chris Mitchell is spending another summer
working a large area of the park. He's again
expected to make a big impact on possum
numbers.

New Volunteers

Welcome to trappers Kelly Adams, Benoit
Pette and Kevin Bateman. We have more,
but absences and technical glitches mean
their names can't be published at this stage.
Welcome to you all, and we hope you get as
much out of your work as you put in!

We are always in need of more trappers,
and for anyone not wanting or able to tackle
the outdoor work, we have several
administrative vacancies. Phone 564 6213
to offer your help.

DOC Work in the Catchpool Valley

The Midway Bridge

The big news is that after a long eighteen
months the work on the Midway Bridge has
begun. The job was again given to Gerard
Galvin of Raroa Builders, with excavation
work beginning on the 20™ Nov and followed
by two helicopter flying days, ferrying
building supplies and tools to the site. With
everything going to plan the bridge may be
finished for Christmas.

Logging

Until logging of the buffer zone was stopped
for Christmas, progress was good despite
some very poor weather, with few if any

disruptions to visitor facilities. With the
buffer zone gone any large piles of slash will
be removed and a fence built in the New
Year to limit access to the logging area.

Other Visitor Asset News

The new toilet at Haurangi piggybacked a
ride under the helicopter and will be in place
by Christmas. Keith and Bryn have
reinstated the displaced bridge on the Five
Mile Loop. New side drains on the start of
the Orongorongo Track have improved the
state of the track, which awaits resurfacing
in the New Year.

All the bridges on the Orongorongo Track
have been inspected, with deck mesh being
replaced on two bridges and the others
tidied up. Plans are underway for the
replacement of two bridges that have
reached their retirement date and don’t
comply with current bridge standards.

The annual spring clean has begun on the
huts with the main ones expected to be
finished by Christmas. Finally, after all the
storms in recent months the tracks are all in
surprisingly good order, with the piece of
track between Haurangi and the Whakanui
the only bit still closed.

Keep safe over the Christmas period and
we hope to see you all in the New Year.

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
from the Visitor Assets Team.

Environmental Education (EE)
Programme at Catchpool Valley 2006

The Catchpool EE days are part of
Wellington'’s Conservation Week, 7" to 13"
August. This year the response was so
overwhelming that we had to extend the
programme to the beginning of November.
The programme comprised three activities -
tree planting, a guided walk along the
nature trail, and a classroom presentation (a
new activity this year).

Sixteen schools took part with around 600
children planting more than 2000 plants,
including cabbage trees, lemonwood,



whiteywood, wineberry, flax and coprosma.
Many plants were to play a role in
regenerating native forest near the visitor
centre and in picnic areas, while others will
stabilise ground near the stream edges.

The planting sessions were linked with the
walk and presentation to help build the
children’s awareness of conservation in the
valley as well as giving them a hands-on
conservation experience.

The days were co-ordinated by DOC ranger
Matt Barnett with Sharyn Gunn giving the
classroom presentations. Other DOC staff
from Pdneke Area Office, Catchpool Valley,
and Wellington Conservancy helped out.
The response from teachers and children
was largely very positive.

Some children’'s comments:

“l learnt heaps about plants and how to
plant trees properly”

“I learnt about our native animals and trees”

Some teachers’ comments:

“Very easy going staff giving simple
approaches to complex issues”

“Great variety of tasks”

“Gave the kids an experience they wouldn’t
normally have”

“A significant amount of learning took place”
“Great mixture of practical and theory”

“Increased appreciation of the environment”

St. Bernadettes School. Photo- DOC.

Wellington Department of Conservation
— Conservation Information Centre

The DOC Information Centre is in temporary
premises at Mainly Tramping at 2 Manners
St until around February when it moves into
the purpose-built shop on the ground floor
of the new Conservation House at 18
Manners St. Opening details later.

New contact details:
Phone 384 7770
Fax 384 7773

Jo Greenman — Community Relations
Phone 470 8416

October Annual General Meeting

Guest speaker was Colin Miskelly from
DOC, who gave an informative talk on the
challenges of restoring native wildlife in the
Wellington area. The Committee elected is:

President: Bill McCabe

Vice President: Bill Milne, Russ McStay

Treasurer: Greg Thompson

Secretary: Melody McLaughlin
Executive Committee:
Maarten Vink
Anania Randall
Don Millward
Peter Blaxter (DOC)
Margaret Willard
Joyce Waddington
Leah Coton



