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Moira Wairama keeps her  
audience enthralled.    (MW) 

Above:  
The kiwi carriers move into 
the wharenui.  (Photo: M 
Willard) 
 
Right:  
Paul Jansen (Scratch) holds 
a kiwi  for its young 
admirers.  (MW) 
 

Below:  

Susan Ellis helps Waikiwi-a-nui into his burrow. (Paul King) 

Forest and Bird display, with Sirtrack and 
Landcare Research in the background. 

Kiwi Release Day  20 May 2006 
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In every sense of the word, the release 
of North Island brown kiwi in the park 
was a huge success. A crowd of up to 
400 people turned out for the welcome 
and blessing ceremony in the 
Wainuiomata Marae wharenui, and over 
100 were still present almost four hours 
later to watch the birds released - via 
video transmission from Turere Valley to 
the marae hall. 
 
Between these events visitors were 
entertained with food (good feedback on 
this), displays, children’s activities, and 
professional storyteller Moira Wairama. 

 
The Kiwi Day cake   (Photo: M Willard) 
 
After the official welcome the birds 
performed their PR role admirably, 
showing remarkable tolerance of 
camera flashes and the reaching hands 
of local school children out in force to 
meet their own kiwi. 
 
The video transmission back to the 
marae hall worked surprisingly well 
given the ruggedness and remoteness 
of the release site. Don Carson’s 
professional presentation turned the 
event into a memorable community 
experience, each release greeted with 
claps and cheers from the audience.  
 
Many of us shared the thoughts 
expressed in Trust chairman Bill 
McCabe’s closing speech when he 
described the success of the day as 
“beyond my wildest dreams”. 

Saving our National Icon 
 
The hills of the valley will never be the 
same, whatever the reason was to 
introduce the kiwi here. To a lot of 
residents in the valley it may have no 
significance, but time will tell. 
 
For those from all walks of life who 
came together on the Marae and were 
privileged to be part of that day, the 
experience will stay with them forever. 
 
Such is the regard in which the kiwi is 
held that their welcome onto the marae 
was fitting, and with karakia (prayer) the 
marae’s relationship with the kiwi was 
complete. 
 
With the formalities over there was just 
one more thing to be done - to introduce 
them to their new surroundings, the 
remoteness of the Turere valley, a tramp 
that would take some two and a half   
hours to do, one way! I was to find out 
20 minutes a day on a treadmill at the 
local gym was not going to cut it!  
 
The track went straight up!! and for that 
matter straight down, and in hindsight  I 
should‘ve had my head read when I 
volunteered to represent the marae. 
Nonetheless I must have made it, 
otherwise how could I be writing this, 
unless I’m a ghost writer! 
 
The tramp in was about ensuring the 
wellbeing of the six kiwi at all times. It 
required a great deal of concentration by 
those who took turns carrying the kiwi, 
stopping along the way not only to give 
me a rest(!), but more importantly to 
check on the condition of the kiwi. 
 
We were told being cooped up made the 
kiwi susceptible to a rise in temperature 
and agitation (they should try walking 
this track I said - to myself of course), so 
we pushed on for the Turere Valley. 
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There we were met by people who had 
established a campsite beforehand near 
the area where the kiwi would be 
released. 
 
It was time to get them into their 
individual burrows, already dug by 
volunteers. The six burrows in the 
hillside and forest floor were 4-star 
accommodation for a kiwi - dark, damp 
soft earth, foliage, running water, and 
above all no obvious sign of stoats.  
 
After a briefing as to how the kiwi were 
to be released into the quiet 
surroundings the immediate area quickly 
became a hive of activity.  
 
People not wanting to miss a chance of 
recording history had their cameras 
ready to capture the moment. There was 
even a television crew there ready to 
send back live film of the release to the 
people at the Marae who were unable to 
make the tramp. 
 
As each kiwi was introduced into its 
burrow a simple karakia was done by 
Anania Randall and Davin Eru.  
 
With the Kiwi in their burrows the hard 
work was just starting. A team would 
stay overnight to see how they settled in 
to their new surroundings, but they 
needn’t had worried because as soon as 
they were out of their burrows that 
evening they were calling to each other! 
A sure sign that they were more then 
happy with their 4-star accommodation, 
which we all hoped would be their home 
for some time to come. 
 
After handshakes all round it was time 
for me to think about my own whare and 
a hot shower, but first I had to deal with 
the thought of the return tramp home, 
need I be reminded, of two and a half 
hours!!  
 

Anyhow, one last look back. Our 
national icon has been welcomed home 
by Tane Mahuta, “god of the forest”. 
I’d better hurry too - I wonder if there is 
anyone to welcome me home?!!! 
 
By Star Olsen 
Chairman, Wainuiomata Marae 
     
Kiwi in Wainuiomata 
 
Kia ora koutou katoa, ko Anania Randall 
toku ingoa, ko Ngati Kahungungu me Te 
Atiawa nga iwi, nau mai haere mai, nga 
manu o nga hau e wha. 
Tena koe te manu wahine anake, ko 
Manaia o Hokitika, 
Tena koutou e nga manu tane, 
Ko Tahunahuna o Orana Wildlife Park, 
Christchurch, 
Ko Waikiwi-a-nui o Peacock Springs, 
Mount Bruce, Christchurch, 
Ko Koniwi o Nga Manu Nature Reserve, 
Waikanae, 
Ko Milo o te kiwi whanau o Kaitaia, 
Raua ko Lorenzo o Willowbank Wildlife 
Reserve, Christchurch. 
 
Haere mai koutou ki to kainga hou ki 
Wainuiomata. 
 
My experience with the Kiwi project has 
been a very exciting one. Through my 
immediate and extended whanau, I have 
been involved with the bush and sea 
from a very young age. My kiwi journey 
began about six years ago when I was 
fortunate enough to go on a night 
expedition at Waikaremoana with locals 
to check some Kiwi eggs in the wild.  
The experience was something I’ll never 
forget. 
 
When I came back to Wainuiomata I 
was contacted by John Rush who was 
working at Rimutaka Forest Park. He 
told me about the forest park Trust and 
their trapping programme to reduce 
possum, rat, and stoat numbers to help 
increase bird life.  When he asked me 
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my thoughts, I said that it was a good 
initiative and that the Maori community 
would be very interested in working with 
the Trust. 
 
The release of Kiwi in Wainuiomata was 
very special, and the way in which the 
community responded was fantastic.  
Full credit must be given to the 
Rimutaka Forest Park Trust for the hard 
work they have put into the trapping and 
organising over the last four years.  I 
was happy the Trust decided to bring 
the Kiwi release to the Wainuiomata 
Marae – a very good decision.  
 
Having wider iwi representation at the 
release site was also an important 
feature, and reflected the positive 
contribution that Te Atiawa, Ngati Porou, 
Tuhoe and Ngati Kahungungu continue 
to make in Wainuiomata.  
 
This event was very emotional for our 
people especially our kaumatua (old 
people).  They described the link with 
Kiwi as being a real part of us. It is a real 
link with our ancestors, our Tupuna.  
The kiwis released are the “large brown” 
and not the “rowi” which used to inhabit 
this area.  But the blood that flows 
through these Kiwi is the same blood 
that whakapapa (links) back to the early 
days when our people were here with 
their ancestors. It is this relationship that 
has returned to us that is really 
significant to me.   
 
The other significant component of this 
event was the coming together of the 
whole Wainuiomata community to 
welcome the kiwi back to Wainuiomata, 
in a way that we do best as 
“Wainuiomatians”.  To me it is events 
like these that bring out the best in us. 
 
The work here in Wainuiomata has only 
just begun. We need volunteers young 
and old to help with trapping, track 
maintenance, community awareness, 
wildlife protection and fundraising 

activities. If you would like to know 
more, you can contact me on 564 6537. 
 
No reira , tena koutou, tena koutou tena 
tatou katoa. 
 
By Anania Randall 
 
Some feedback  on the day and the live 
satellite transmission (originally given for 
producer Mike Price, but perfectly 
conveying the essence of the day): 
 
"To be part of the kiwi release was an 
amazing experience.  I was privileged to be 
a member of the team who carried and 
released the kiwi into their new home at 
Rimutaka Forest Park.   
 
It was fantastic to know that, thanks to 
Remote Media, those who watched from 
Wainuiomata Marae were also part of this 
unforgettable experience.  As many people 
had worked very hard meeting strict 
protocols and making sure that the kiwi will 
be safe in their new habitat it was great that 
our wider community could be a part of this." 
Trevor Mallard, Hutt South MP 
 
"Often the most exciting natural events, like 
the release of kiwi in Rimutaka Forest Park, 
occur beyond the reach of many of the 
young and old in our community… Remote 
Media created enchantment, intimacy and 
wonder for the large group of armchair 
conservationists in Wainuiomata Marae as 
kiwi were released into Rimutaka Forest 
Park". Allan Ross, Wellington 
Conservator, DOC. 
 
Our thanks to Mike for his commitment 
and expertise in bringing the event to all 
of us, and to Don Carson for enhancing 
the experience with his structured, 
professional presentation. We 
appreciate the hard work and impressive 
skills of Allan Thompson in successfully 
bringing the Turere Valley events to life 
for us as technical communications co-
ordinator. 
 
The participation of people from 
Wainuiomata Marae enriched the 
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experience for everyone, and added 
another dimension to the significance of 
the event. Thanks to Anania Randall for 
his hard work, and to Archdeacon 
Warahi (Wally) Campbell and Davin Eru 
for their part in blessing the birds and 
the release sites. 
 
The women at the marae did a superb 
job of catering for an unpredictable 
number of visitors, to excellent 
feedback. Thank you all. 
 
Thanks also to our sponsors Hutt City 
Council, Bank of New Zealand Save the 
Kiwi Trust, Caltex Wainuiomata, 
Community Trust of Wellington, National  
Parks & Conservation Foundation, Pub 
Charity Inc, Swazi Apparel, The Sign 
Team and Wainuiomata Community 
Board. Their financial support has made 
the release possible. 
 
Media Coverage 
 
A Maori TV crew was present all day, 
and showed footage in their 6pm news 
the following evening. 
 
Hutt News and Wainuiomata News 
made a front page feature of the 
release, and local MP Trevor Mallard 
was pictured with a kiwi on Dominion 
Post’s page 3. 
 
For National Radio, Jack Perkins made 
two Spectrum documentaries, one on 
the Dawn Chorus project and the 
second on the release day itself.  They 
were broadcast on 28 May and 18 June. 
You can hear them on radionz.co.nz. 
 
Introducing the First Wainui Kiwi 
 
At 7.20 on the evening of May 20th 2006, 
the darkness of the Turere Valley 
resounded to the calls of kiwi for the first 
time in hundreds of years. 
 
After being flown to Wellington from 
captive breeding facilities around the 

country, six kiwi were checked and 
weighed, and transmitters attached. 
After being warmly welcomed, they were 
carried up the hill and released into 
prepared burrows.  
 
A few of us stayed the night to open the 
burrows when darkness fell, and to 
monitor the kiwi remotely via telemetry 
to get an idea of what they were doing.  
It was a magic moment when the first 
penetrating calls shattered the silence 
about 30 minutes later – the shrill 
ascending whistle of a male first, 
answered by a hoarse guttural female, 
then another male – so loud and so 
eerie that it sent a shiver up my spine! 
We heard one female and two males 
frequently throughout the night. We 
even saw one kiwi foraging right next to 
one of the tents. 

 
DOC photo by Rod Morris 
 
Their transmitter signals told us that 
most of them wandered around during 
the night, checking out their new home 
and neighbours. 
 
Next morning we tracked them all to 
make sure they were sheltering safely. 
Tahunahuna had wandered, but by 
morning was back in the same burrow. 
Lorenzo hadn’t moved far, but the others 
had been exploring and had spread out. 
 
They are a mixed bunch, these Wainui 
kiwi, their ages ranging from three-and-
a-half to 20 plus, and their weight from 
1.3 to 2.4 kilos. I have a feeling their 
personalities are equally varied. 
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Tahunahuna is 6 yrs 8 mths old, and 
came from Orana Park in Christchurch. 
He is the adventurer, and his climb up 
out of the valley and into the Wainui 
Water Catchment caused us some 
concern. For a while it seemed he would 
settle in this ridge area but now he is 
heading down again. We hope he will 
soon be settled enough not to want to 
take off to see the world. 
 
Lorenzo is the youngest and smallest, 
and the stay-at-home. He regularly 
forages along the stream bed. 
 
Koniwi, the oldest, seems to have 
settled a little away from the others. He 
arrived at Nga Manu in 1987 as an 
adult, so we know he is over 20, but 
since kiwi can live more than 40 years 
he may be in the prime of life. 
 
Milo and Waikiwianui are still moving 
around a lot. Milo, from Kaitaia, may be 
looking for a warmer spot - or perhaps 
both are waiting to see where the only 
female, Manaia from Hokitika, is going 
to settle. She’s quite mobile too, but 
seems to like being near Lorenzo.  
 
In this wet, cold weather I can’t help 
wondering how they are managing in 
their new home - so different from being 
in a flat enclosure with regular gourmet 
meals provided, and sleeping in the 
same shelter each day. 
 
Because of our concerns we have been 
monitoring them twice weekly to be sure 
they are adapting well, and so far all 
seems fine.  
 
Their first on-site weighing confirms our 
impression that they are finding the 
Rimutakas very much to their liking. 
They are generally in good condition, 
and building strong muscles from 
stomping up and down these steep 
slopes, sometimes using their long bill 
as a walking stick. Most choose good 
shelters, some among huge tree roots 

covered densely with ferns – indeed 
sometimes their residences are so 
palatial we cannot reach them.  
 
As I look around at the dense fern cover, 
huge rotten logs, soft damp soil and 
plentiful holes, I feel that providing any  
dogs on nearby tracks are kept under 
control, this may well be close to kiwi 
paradise.  
 
All that is lacking is a few females, and 
they will be arriving soon. We await 
developments with interest . . .  
 
From Annette Harvey 
 
Memorable moments 
 
Being preoccupied by the logistics of 
seeing six kiwi safely settled in their new 
home, I didn’t manage to see much of 
the release.  
 
I’ll enjoy it belatedly through other 
people’s records, but I will cherish 
forever two magic memories from the 
day.  
 
One was the joy in the faces of people 
seeing live kiwi for the first time. 
 
The other was sitting quietly on a log in 
the dark, and experiencing the 
shattering of the silence by the shrilling 
call of a male kiwi right next to us, 
answered soon after by the distinctive 
guttural sounds of a female, then 
another male further away. Surely this is 
the New Zealand equivalent of hearing 
the squealing trumpet of a bull elephant 
a few metres from your car, or the roar 
of lions outside your tent – every bit as 
thrilling and right in our own backyard. 
 
Having experienced this thrill, I am keen 
to make similar opportunities available 
to as many people as possible. With 
some care we can achieve this. 
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If we all take responsibility for our dogs, 
and encourage everyone we encounter 
to do the same, and the dedicated few 
keep on trapping, within a few years we 
can have a self-sustaining kiwi 
population in the Rimutakas. Then many 
more can hear this uniquely New 
Zealand ‘call of the wild’. 
 
By Annette Harvey 
 
Name a Kiwi Competition – 
Wainuiomata Primary Schools 
 
What a real joy and pleasure it was to 
visit the local primary schools the day 
before the release of the kiwi.  

 
Pukeatua schoolchildren with their photo of 
Tahunahuna, and kiwi Ehlana. (Photo: MW) 
 
Each primary school got to name a bird 
that they could call their own.   The 
children’s excitement and enthusiasm 
for the competition made me feel very 
encouraged for the future of our national 
icon.  Even now, weeks later, children 
are still asking me about their particular 
bird. 
 

Each school managed its own  
competition, with one class winning the 
prize (chocolate kiwi) plus a framed 
photograph of a Kiwi. 
 
Fernlea school called their bird Milo , 
voted for by the children as a cool name.  
Pukeatua’s bird is named Manaia, 
(Guardian against evil), and is a feisty 
lady as our Kiwi handler can testify.  
Konini School named their bird Koniwi  
(he taught me that Kiwi can growl). St 
Claudines called  their bird Lorenzo  (the 
baby of the bunch at 3.5 years old) and 
Wainuiomata Primary named their bird 
Waikiwianui .  Arakura’s bird 
Tahunahuna  decided to go and visit the 
Water Catchment area, but has since 
returned to the control area. 
 
What a marvellous mix of names from 
all the schools.    
 
Special thanks have to go to my niece 
Ehlana, who very stoutly wore a Kiwi 
costume all day on a day that turned out 
very warm, and was mobbed by excited 
children as we arrived at each school. 
She also spent some time in the Mall on 
the release day (again dressed as a 
kiwi) handing out chocolate kiwis and 
leaflets on what was happening at the 
marae. 
 
Recently Konini Primary school raised 
$100 for Sponsor-a-Trap. They intend 
doing this every year to support 
volunteers’ work to protect their bird 
from predators.  A very big thank you to 
Konini school for this ongoing support. 
 
Also a huge thank you to the school 
principals and teachers who made 
everything possible, were always 
extremely helpful and encouraging and 
took time out of their already busy 
schedules to incorporate the competition 
into the school day. Great fun had by all. 
 
From Melody McLaughlin 
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Trust chairman Bill McCabe receives a  
$100 cheque for four traps from Grant 
Fowls, vice principal of Konini School. 
Children raised the money by making a coin 
trail over their bird’s name Koniwi. (MW) 
 
Trapping  
 
The stoat trapping programme run by 
the Trust is absolutely crucial to the 
success of the kiwi project. So it was 
with a great sense of achievement and 
pride that the stoat trappers watched the 
kiwi release ceremony on the 20th May. 
 
Many of us have been involved since 
late 2003 in trapping stoats in the 
kiwi release area. We've lost count of 
the number of trips that we've made into 
the bush to mark trap locations, deploy 
and maintain traps, and show new 
volunteers the routes.  
 
I think I can speak for all the trappers in 
saying that we are truly delighted to see 
the kiwi exploring their new territory. The 
next year or two will be the true test of 
our trapping programme. We hope our 
efforts will continue to provide the kiwi 
with a relatively pest-free existence in 
their new home! 
 
By Susan Ellis 
 

Tracking  
 
With all the kiwi fitted with radio 
transmitters, we needed a new 
operations group within the kiwi project 
to regularly check the kiwi and to make 
sure that they have come to no harm.  
 
So in January 2006 a group consisting 
mostly of trappers (volunteering for extra 
duties!) started training for the kiwi 
release. We learned how to use a Yagi 
antenna and radio receiver to pinpoint 
the location of transmitters. 

 
Claudia Duncan and Simon Grant working 
with compass and Yagi antenna. (MW) 
 
Classroom sessions to teach the group 
basic navigation and compass skills 
followed initial forays in the local park. In 
day long courses in the release zone, 
we practised triangulating stationary 
transmitters. Since the kiwi were 
introduced, we have refined our 
technique. 
 
Tracking the kiwi is great fun although 
sometimes more of an art than a 
science, with the topography affecting 
transmitter signals. 
 
However, so far we have successfully 
managed to track and check on all the 
kiwi. No date has been set for further 
tracking training yet, but if you’re 
interested and fit, please let us know. 
 
By Susan Ellis and Kirby McLeod  
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Welcome 
 
Mark Graham has volunteered to 
organise new trapping volunteers. They 
include Andrew Barton, Graham 
Sampson John Duncan, David Ogilvie, 
and Bill Wheeler. Anania Randall is 
joining the trackers and will liaise with 
iwi.  
 
Kathy Rogers has volunteered to co-
ordinate the Sponsor-a –Trap scheme, 
and Rea will put together volunteer 
packs. Thanks and welcome to you all. 
 
Vacancies 
 
New trappers are always welcome to 
help with predator and pest control, both 
in the kiwi area and the Catchpool 
Valley Dawn Chorus area. In the 
Catchpool area, where rats, stoats and 
possums are trapped, most of the walks 
are a maximum of 2 hours, mostly over 
reasonable terrain. 

 
Melody McLaughlin sets a stoat trap. 
    (MW) 
Anyone interested in helping to support 
the birdlife in the park by maintaining a 
small trap line, either weekends or 
during the week, please give Melody a 
call on 564 6213 or bidi@xtra.co.nz. 
 

Anyone fit and interested in learning 
how to track kiwi is also welcome to 
contact Susan Ellis on 971 5024. 
 
ARE YOU interested in supporting the 
Trust but have no desire to trapeze 
through the cold wet bush? Here are 
some jobs that may suit your skills to a 
tee. 
 
WebMaster 
 Someone with web based skills able to 
manage the Trust website or someone 
with plenty of enthusiasm and a 
willingness to learn. Tasks: 

·  ensuring information is kept up to 
date and current 

·  offering new ideas and changes 
to the look and feel of the site 

·  chasing up team leaders for 
information for the site 

·  liaising with our communication 
leader on media releases and 
advertising 

·  maintaining and managing the 
look and feel of the site in 
cooperation with our web 
designer and technical expert 
Michael Scott. 

 Anyone interested contact Trust 
Secretary, Melody McLaughlin 564 6213 
or work 802 9857. bidi@xtra.co.nz 
  
Kiwi Project Volunteer Positions  
The kiwi project currently has room for 
one or two 2 people to help out 
organising the volunteers. Tasks 
include:  

·  keeping an up-to-date database 
of volunteers  

·  occasionally contacting them to 
make sure everyone is happy 

·  helping to arrange volunteer 
events.  

Fitness is NOT a requirement for 
these positions. If you like people, 
and want to help out, we'd love to 
hear from you. Please contact 
Susan Ellis 971-5024 for more 
details.  
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We’re also looking for someone with 
strong administrative skills to  

·  help the Trust Secretary manage 
the day to day paperwork that 
piles up,  

·  take and distribute minutes from 
meetings  

·  maybe ensure the egg supply at 
the BP Garage is kept well 
stocked for trappers. 

 
Maybe you could increase your Excel 
skills by maintaining our 'sponsor a trap' 
database (computer and email address 
an advantage here). Call Melody on 564 
6213 or email bidi@xtra.co.nz. 
  
Goodbye, but not Farewell  
 
A Department of Conservation review of 
contracts has led to John and Evelyn 
Rush leaving us after almost nine years’ 
enthusiastic service.  
 
Many occasions in the park have been 
enhanced with Evelyn’s hospitality and 
home cooking, and John’s contribution 
has been well above the call of duty.  
 
Concerned about the poor state of 
possum-infested native bush and low 
bird numbers, he initiated and led pest 
control efforts in the Catchpool Valley 
area in his own spare time. This 
ultimately led DOC’s Paul Jansen to 
suggest expanding pest control with a 
view to introducing kiwi into the park. 
 
John’s vision has led not only to kiwi 
being released in the park, but possum, 
rat and stoat control in the Dawn Chorus 
area has allowed native bush to recover 
its vigour, and visitors notice an increase 
in numbers and diversity of bird life. A 
camper from overseas recently 
complained about loud birdsong waking 
him at dawn! 
 
Thank you John and Evelyn for your 
commitment and passion. You’ll be 
missed.  

John Writes:  
 
What a lot of fun it has been! And who 
knows how far the Park will burgeon 
forth with the Trust's energy and vision, 
and Doc's expertise, commitment and 
finances. 
 
The momentum is there and nothing, 
except indifference, apathy and/or 
passive resistance can stop it and even 
these can be out-manouvered quite 
simply by enthusiasm, belief and 
positivity. 
 
Evelyn and I were most fortunate in 
having such a caring, warm community 
of people to work with these past nearly 
nine years (it would be nine in 
November) - thanks again everybody. 
 
Sponsor a Trap  
 
President Bill McCabe advises that all 
23 traps along the Orongorongo Track 
are now financially supported, helping to 
ensure the safety of birds in the area. 
It’s a great start, but the more the better. 
To make a $25 contribution for one trap, 
or multiples of same for more, phone Bill 
McCabe on 564 5029. 
 
Jo’s Jollies (from DOC) 

Dog Control 

In conjunction with the release of the 
North Island brown kiwi, the new dog 
control policy has been implemented. 
We would like to thank the members of 
the RFPT for 
their continued 
assistance with 
this. All major 
information 
signs about the 
new kiwi zone 
are in place 
and there is an 
increased staff 
presence 
during 
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weekends. 

 
A kiwi sign in the park.                   (MW) 
 
However, a couple of signs have 
suffered from some minor vandalism. 
The new dog exercise area has been 
established, and so far there has been 
reasonable compliance by park users.   
 
Koraunui School Make the Most of 
the Park 
 
After attending the RFP teachers 
workshop, Grant Reid and Norah 
Jennings, teachers at Koraunui School, 
brought 90 year 5/6 children to the 
Catchpool Valley on May 19th. They 
made extensive use of the Education 
Resource and gave some excellent 
feedback. Each child used the activity 
cards on both the Catchpool loop track 
and the Nga Taonga nature trail. They 
also participated in a classroom session 
where they learnt about DOC, the RPFT 
and the imminent kiwi release, trapping, 
and what they can do to help. 
 
“It’s important for all New Zealanders to 
become familiar and have an affinity for 
New Zealand’s treasures,” said Grant. 
 
School planting and environmental 
education programme 2006 
 
Fourteen schools from around the 
Wellington region have already signed 
up for 21 planting and education days at 
Rimutaka Forest Park. Fernlea School 
are the first to arrive on the 7th August 
and at least two schools will be busy in 

the park each week until the first week in 
November. The programme involves a 
planting and plant care session, a 
guided walk and a classroom session in 
which the children learn about the 
impact pests are having on native New 
Zealand flora and fauna, and what they 
can do to help.  
 
More Flood Damage 
 
The recent heavy rain that fell between 
5th and 6th July resulted in two washouts 
on the Catchpool Road. The original 
washout just past the Field Centre was 
enlarged and an extensive new section 
just below the ford was lost. A large 
washout on the campground road has 
prevented access, but urgent repair 
work by the Department should ensure 
access is reinstated by 23 July. An initial 
inspection shows the park tracks have 
suffered only minor washouts and slips 
and all of the new bridges remain intact. 
 
DOC Staff Report 
 
The last few months have been very 
busy at Rimutaka Forest Park.  Staff 
have inspected the nearly 60 huts in the 
Orongorongo Valley and done further 
work on the clean up after the March 
2005 floods.  The hard work is by no 
means over, and over the coming 
months you should see the results.  The 
weather seems to be playing a major 
part in the changing face of the park.  
Recent floods have again damaged 
facilities and restricted access into the 
Catchpool Valley.  Obviously the cost in 
reinstating the facilities is high and 
raises questions about the viability of 
restoring facilities exactly as before.   
  
Logging of the exotic buffer zone will get 
underway this week.  This will 
necessitate the systematic closure and 
reopening of the car park and 
campground as the logging proceeds 
down the zone.  In all, we do not expect 
the 4 months’ work to cause too much 
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disruption.  Park users will have noted 
the removal of nearly all the exotic trees 
around the car parks and picnic areas at 
the top car park.  Dying trees that were 
becoming a danger to the public in 
recent years needed to be felled, and 
the decision was made to remove them 
all in one go using our logging contractor 
machinery while it was in the area.  The 
regrowth of natives under the exotics 
had already started so we expect them 
to flourish once the work is done.    
  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank John and Evelyn Rush for 
faithfully undertaking their contract work 
over the years.  I also thank them for 
accepting our approach to extend their 
contract for a further year while we 
undertook a review of our staffing 
operations out there in the Park.  
Judging from the comments from park 
users, both John and Evelyn will be 
missed.  All the best for the future, John 
and Evelyn.   
 
From DOC Poneke Area Manager Peter 
Simpson 
  
Conservation Week in Wellington  

7–13 August 2006 
Everybody’s business – kia 

ngakaunui te katoa kit e whakarato 
 
You are invited to a Planting day  at the 
Catchpool Valley Visitors Centre on 13 
August. 
 
The planting will start at 10am, followed 
by a sausage sizzle at 1pm.  In the 
afternoon you will have the opportunity 
to relax and/or explore the area.   
 
Please contact Jo or Matt at the Poneke 
Area Office 472 5821 to let us know how 
many people will be attending, so that 
we can arrange the catering.  
 
Another Conservation Week event will 
be a Weed Swap , at Civic Gardens, 
Myrtle St, Lower Hutt on Saturday 19 

August 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Bring along a 
weed from your garden and we will give 
you a free native plant! 
 
See www.doc.govt.nz for other 
Conservation Week events for the 
family. 
 
Update from Mainland Island 
Restoration Operation (MIRO) 
 
MIRO has had another successful year 
in the war on possums in East Harbour 
Regional Park 
  
April saw the end of the second year of 
trapping across the 2000 ha of East 
Harbour Regional Park and the lowest 
level of possums (1.8%) caught since 
trapping first started in 1996. A total of 
469 kill traps are spread over 50 km of 
trap lines. A marvellous result for MIRO 
volunteers who have put in so much 
time and effort.  
 
The next target is rats, and an intensive 
grid of rat bait stations has been 
established over 300 ha centred on the 
Butterfly Creek catchment – effectively a 
Mainland Island area within the Park. A 
new bait toxic only to rats and mice is 
being trialled. Application of the bait 
started in June and we hope this will 
have the desired effect on rodents.   
  
MIRO has established in the last year a 
Nursery to propagate eco-sourced 
plants for the Kohanga Lakes Block in 
the south of the Park, and to help the 
natural regeneration of this forest in 
selected areas.  
  
We congratulate the Trust and wish you 
every success on the return of kiwi to 
the Rimutaka Forest Park. What a 
fantastic development and a real 
inspiration to local groups such as 
MIRO.  
 
By Gail Abel 
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