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This newsletter marks a turning point for 
the Trust and the Forest Park. After a lot 
of hard work and a lengthy wait, the 
Department of Conservation has 
approved the release of kiwi in the park 
during 2006. Here’s the story. 
 
Official Signing of Kiwi Translocation 
Proposal by DoC October 2005 
 
More than three years after the initial 
idea was hatched, our proposal to 
translocate brown kiwi into the Park has 
finally been approved.  
 

 
 
DoC Poneke area manager Peter Simpson 
addresses the Trust AGM during the formal 
handing over of the approved translocation 
proposal for brown kiwi to return to the 
Rimutaka Forest Park. Looking on are Trust 
executive members Bill McCabe and Melody 
McLaughlin. 
 
The idea to translocate kiwi into the 
Rimutaka Forest Park was first mooted 
at the Trust AGM back in 2002 during a 
talk by DoC kiwi recovery group leader 
Paul Jansen. The idea was 
enthusiastically taken up by the RFPT 
trapping group, led by John Rush.  
 

Planning was initiated by John and a 
few other stalwart trappers (including 
Mad Stoat Killer Kevin O’Donnell , 
Possum Slayer Extraordinaire Bill Milne, 
and myself- a trapping newbie) along 
with Paul Jansen, Rob Stone, and 
Annabel Riley from DoC. Numerous 
meetings were held to discuss the main 
operational task that had to be 
accomplished before submitting a 
proposal: how to control and trap stoats 
in a large area (1000 Ha being the 
minimum size recommended for a self-
sustaining kiwi population).  
 
It was quickly found that a larger group 
would be needed to accomplish this 
task, and eventually the project split 
from the trapping network in the Dawn 
Chorus area to become a separate 
entity. The more experienced hands of 
the RFPT executive, headed by Bill 
McCabe, were recruited to help plan 
details such as funding and continuance 
of the proposal. 
 
The translocation plan that DoC required 
us to prepare included details on how 
we would protect the kiwi from their 
major threats (stoats and dogs), and 
how we would monitor and take care of 
the kiwi once translocated. This was an 
excellent way to focus our efforts, and in 
the process, Trust members learnt a lot 
about what would be required to look 
after kiwi. We also had to consider the 
issue of sharing the park with dog 
lovers, and this led us to propose a fairly 
remote area (the Turere catchment) for 
kiwi release, rather than a more 
convenient location closer to the main 
visitor centre of the Park. 
 
My personal role in all this was to 
ensure that our stoat trapping network 
was up and running ahead of any 
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proposed kiwi release. This turned out to 
be a major undertaking as it required the 
setting up of a large group of volunteers 
to regularly service 9 trap-lines.  
 
Trapping was initiated in November 
2003, with the bulk of the traps starting 
up in January 2004 after a helicopter 
deployment. The new trap design by 
Phil Waddington greatly aided our 
cause. The enthusiasm of the newly 
recruited trapping groups was great fun, 
and in due course many of this group 
also became good friends. 
  
Meanwhile, Melody McLaughlin had 
taken over the writing of the kiwi 
translocation proposal. She put in a 
great effort in coordinating advice from 
different groups within DoC in order to 
get the proposal finished. There were 
several iterations back and forth 
between Melody and DoC kiwi experts 
before it was finally deemed ready to be 
submitted for their consideration. Then a 
rather long wait began during which time 
the proposal made its way through the 
DoC bureaucracy.  
 
We were not idle during this time. The 
trapping network was continually 
expanding, we organised a technical 
monitoring team headed by Alan 
Thompson to specify and order 
equipment for radio tracking of kiwi, and 
we recruited a group of ornithologists, 
now known as FORA (Friends of 
Rimutaka Apterix). They will be the core 
group responsible for handling the kiwi 
once they are released, and are headed 
by Annette Harvey. 
   
And now we have been given the word 
that we can go ahead. The sense of 
elation and enthusiasm among the 
group is fantastic; the sense of purpose 
behind the kiwi project has led to a huge 
expansion in the activities of the Trust, 
and in my opinion has transformed it into 
something much bigger.  
 

As DoC Poneke area manager Peter 
Simpson also warned us when handing 
over the approved proposal, now the 
hard work really begins. It is a 
tremendous responsibility. But it is also 
going to be great fun! I am looking 
forward to camping up in the Turere 
area in the wild, and listening to the call 
of the brown kiwi at night.  
 
Susan Ellis 
 
FORA on our Kiwi Transfer 
 
In April a new group of volunteers was 
formed to help with planning and 
preparation of the kiwi project, and to be 
responsible for monitoring and 
management of the birds for several 
years after their release.  
 
Known as FORA (Friends of Rimutaka 
Apteryx ), they’re a small group of 
people with experience in monitoring 
and handling birds. Some members 
have been involved with other 
translocations organised by DOC and 
the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary. 
 
The proposal is to release 6 or 8 adult 
kiwi in May 2006. 
 
Ultimately the aim is to establish a new 
population of North Island Brown Kiwi 
which, with ongoing predator control, will 
be self-sustaining. The first birds will be 
released in the Turere Valley, in the 
centre of the area currently being 
trapped for stoats. All going well, further 
kiwi will be released later, with the aim 
of having at least 10 pairs established 
within 10 years, breeding successfully, 
and with recruitment higher than 
mortality. 
 
Recent genetic research has revealed 
information that means the kiwi 
entrusted into our care will come from 
captive breeding populations. 
 



 3 

With a new system of classification and 
the discovery of new relationships, the 
management of different kiwi 
populations for conservation purposes 
has changed.  
 
It’s long been recognised that Kiwi 
(Apteryx) are confined entirely to NZ and 
are a family of the ratite birds, which 
include primitive flightless birds such as 
moa, emu, cassowary, ostrich and rhea. 
It now seems that they are more closely 
related to the emu than the moa, 
another bird found only in NZ, as was 
previously believed.  
 
Also until recently, only 3 species of kiwi 
were recognised: Little Spotted, Great 
Spotted and Brown. 
 
Brown Kiwi were the most common and 
widespread, and when kiwi were first 
kept in captivity - generally injured birds 
that had been rescued - there was no 
known reason not to keep all Brown Kiwi 
together, regardless of where they came 
from. So when kiwi were first bred in 
captivity in 1945, members of pairs 
usually came from different locations. 
This continued for several decades. 
 
Thanks to the recent research, a total of 
six species are now recognised. Also, 
North Island Brown Kiwi in different 
locations are considered genetically 
distinctive enough to be managed as 
separate populations.  
 
The concern to keep these populations 
genetically pure has led to increased 
demand for space for captive rearing to 
increase the most threatened 
populations. This, along with the 
longevity of kiwi, has created the 
problem of what to do with the existing 
captive population to enable use of the 
available space. 
  
The need to avoid the release of 'mixed 
origin' kiwi in areas where there are 
'pure' populations is a stroke of luck for 

RFPT. There are no remnant kiwi 
populations in the Wellington area and 
the release area is remote enough for 
there to be no risk of their mixing with 
other kiwi populations. These 'homeless' 
birds are probably the only reason RFPT 
has been able to get approval to start a 
new kiwi population. DOC has 
apparently decided that it would be 
appropriate for them to be released 
where there were communities like ours, 
willing to do the necessary work to 
protect and monitor them.  
 
Kiwi have already been released 
successfully at Mt Bruce, and in May we 
will welcome some to the Rimutakas. 
 
From Annette Harvey 
 
Stoat Trapping Update, Kiwi Project  
November 2005 
 
The stoat trappers are now into their 
summer schedule, which means that 
most tracks are getting checked every 
fortnight. Since hearing that kiwi will be 
released in the park next year, we all 
feel renewed energy and enthusiasm.  
 
In preparation for the kiwi project moving 
into the next phase we have broadened 
the management team for the stoat 
trapping, so we're pleased to welcome 
Andrew Ritchie as our newly-appointed 
field maintenance person, and Maarten 
Vink who is now in charge of inducting 
new trapping volunteers.  
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They join Melody McLaughlin, Paul 
King, Kate Zwartz, Andrew Morrison and 
myself as organizers of the stoat 
trapping. Of course, we also have 10 
group leaders who organise their 
particular tracks on a roster system, and 
we'd like to thank them (and all the 
trappers) for their continued efforts. 
 
A new track (the Eastern Whakanui) has 
been marked and we hope to deploy 
traps along it in the near future. We're 
also trying to gradually expand the stoat 
traps out to the west and north of the 
Turere catchment to provide a larger 
buffer zone around the proposed kiwi 
release area. 
 
For over a year now we have had cat 
traps deployed on the Whakanui and 
McKerrow to deal to any feral cats. To 
date, no cats have fallen victim to our 
best efforts. We expect that local cat 
populations prefer to dine on the fresher 
culinary delights offered by the camion 
des eboueurs a la Wainui decharge. It is 
difficult to compete with offerings of 
chicken scraps lightly marinated in Exide 
battery waste or the juicy supersized 
ducks of Sunny Grove. 
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Some members of the stoat trapping 
brigade are now in active training for 
remote radio tracking of kiwi.  If you 
would like to be involved in this, or any 
other trapping activity in the kiwi area, 
please give us a call on 971-5024. 
 
Susan Ellis (with a contribution from 
Kirby MacLeod- I'll leave it to those who 
know him well to guess which part!) 
 

Stoat Trappers’ End of Year Get-
together 
 
Our last stoat trappers’ gathering for 
2005 was a good chance to get 
together, and an opportunity to swap 
bloodthirsty trapping stories. 
 
We also watched a DVD taken of 
ground-nesting birds at night on the 
braided river beds of the South Island, 
and some of their predatory visitors. 
Over 20 minutes or so of watching we 
saw pest invasions into the habitats of 
dozens of native birds, stifling their 
potential to breed. Stoats, ferrets, cats 
(already well fed), rats, and many 
hedgehogs took advantage of the 
darkness to break into and eat eggs, as 
well as young chicks. Adult birds 
hovered in the background, distressed, 
while their nests were decimated. 
   
The disturbing footage went a long way 
towards removing any volunteers' 
sentimental feelings about cats, 
hedgehogs, and other pests, and 
strengthened everyone's resolve to deal 
to the four-legged marauders still at 
large in the park. 
   
Susan Ellis and Margaret Willard 
 
The Dawn Chorus 
 
Dawn Chorus personalities have a 
special character: either they are super-
fit - witness Chris Mitchell, or they limp 
their way along tracks, stopping 
frequently for rests and with an endless 
appetite for coffee, tea, pikelets, scones, 
pies, pink-iced cream buns and good 
conversation.  
 
Two early Dawn Chorus visionaries, 
now more myth than reality, were Arthur 
Ditchburn and Kevin O’Donnell. Two 
wonderful men it was impossible not to 
love wholeheartedly. Arthur, we are 
pleased to report, resumed his love 
affair with the sea and bought an ocean-
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going yacht to sail the Pacific. Kevin 
O’Donnell now lives as a freelance artist 
sketching his much-beloved native 
trees. These two were early mentors for 
Chris and covered the steep faces much 
as Chris does now.  
 
The Dawn Chorus today has evolved 
from a group of hardened activists to a 
mainstream organization with greater 
expertise and advances in funding. Rob 
Stone and Andrew Morrison’s input and 
guidance are part of all ecological 
decisions. New Trust committee 
member Maarten Vink, a trained 
biologist, ardent tramper, local land 
owner and fitness buff will oversee more 
and more of the day-to-day functions of 
the project. Bill Milne, Colin McLaughlin 
and other enthusiasts will continue their 
depredations upon rats, stoats and 
possums. 
 
During the past six months a Trust-
sponsored trapping programme saw a 
combination of volunteers, paid 
professionals and Doc staff thoroughly 
harassing the entire operational zone 
mammalian population, removing 30 
possums and numerous rats. 
 
From 23 November a commercial 
trapping operation within a Dawn 
Chorus buffer zone will run up to and 
beyond Christmas. This is another first 
for us. Chris Mitchell will run a trap-line 
from the front gate of the pine forest 
operation up to the head of the Butcher 
Stream watershed and along the length 
of Cattle Ridge Track, then retrace his 
steps to the Butcher and head over Mt. 
Baker and southwest until he reaches 
Cr. Tracy Pollard’s property. This will be 
an eight-hour day, involve well over a 
hundred traps and will be supported by 
trust members and, where feasible, Doc 
staff. Maarten Vink has volunteered his 
help on Monday. 
 
Chris, with a heart the size of the 
cabbages his father grows will daily walk 

an estimated 18 kilometres up to and 
over an altitude of 1200 feet. 
 
Stats 
Statisticians can prove anything (or not) 
so we bent our brains around a 
mathematical projection - if we are 
intensively trapping 3.25 million square 
metres of medium to steep rain forest, 
and if fauna recovery equals one tree 
per ten square metres of land, then 
since March 1, 2000 - 325,000 new 
seedlings have sprung up in the 
Catchpool Valley environs.  
 
Far into the future some infant on a 
family picnic at the Catchpool will 
wander twenty metres into the dense 
bush canopy, lost and unable to be 
found by numerous searchers.  
 
He/she will spend the night terrorised by 
the endless cries of North Island Brown 
Kiwi. On his/her return to civilisation 
demands will be made that the 
Rimutaka Forest Park be closed 
because of its inherent danger to the 
public. When that day comes the place 
will be something like it was 2000 years 
ago.  
 
And broadly speaking, that suits us fine.   
 
John Rush 22/11/2005. 
 
Update on Chris’ work - One Tonne of 
Vegetation Saved 
 
Chris Mtichell's 150 traps "Before 
Christmas"   line has to date (6th 
December) resulted in 250 possums 
caught.  In simple terms that means a 
full tonne of vegetable matter, every two 
weeks, left untouched in the bush!! And 
he hasn't finished yet. 
 
Chris has survived high temperatures, 
strong winds, showers and the need to 
pluck up to 66 possums in a day. It has 
meant 5am starts and one twelve hour 
day. Usually it’s a 10 hour trip. 
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I feel enormously proud of him and very 
grateful on behalf of those who love 
native fauna and flora. 
 
John  
 
Catchpool Valley Trapping  
 
Trapping continues on a regular basis 
every Tuesday. Colin and I are keeping 
all of our Timms, Victor, and Stoat Box 
Traps cleared and rebaited with fresh 
apple and eggs, and also peanut butter, 
with a good degree of success. 
 
The regrowth and health of surrounding 
bush is very satisfying to us both. 
    

From Bill Milne. 
 
Jo’s Jollies: 
Community Relations at Catchpool   
 
Catchpool Planting 
Around 4500 native trees have been 
planted by volunteers in the Catchpool 
Valley this year. Planting days started 
during Conservation week in August and 
continued through to October.  

 
Briefing before planting starts 
 
They involved 337 volunteers from six 
local schools, the Kiwi Conservation 
Club, local guides and brownie groups, 
RFPT, and a couple of DOC staff days. 
All the staff from the Catchpool valley 
and Poneke Area office were involved at 

some point in helping volunteers to plant 
wineberry, cabbage tree, flax, 
lemonwood, kohuhu, mahoe, karama 
and marble leaf with a good dollop of 
crystal rain to help them survive the 
summer.  
 
Areas behind the visitor’s centre, road 
side planting and some flood damaged 
areas were all completed. The school 
groups combined the planting 
experience with a guided walk along the 
Nature Trail. They were introduced to 
some of the native flora and fauna, the 
reasons for and methods of trapping and 
the impact of the March flood.  
 
It is hoped that more planting will take 
place next year and that the school 
programme will also include other 
educational activities at the visitors’ 
centre. 
 
Interpretation 
Outdated interpretation panels at the 
visitors’ centre have been replaced with 
five new ones, each covering a different 
topic. These are Maori history, 
European history, natural features, and 
fauna and flora.  
 
A poster written and designed by 
Margaret Willard outlining the March 
floods has also been completed and will 
soon be installed at the visitors centre. 
The poster includes rainfall graphs, 
before and after photos and quotes from 
locals. “If anyone had been in the valley 
they’d have been killed...”  John Rush.  
 
A new Rimutaka Forest Park Brochure 
is also available both from the visitors 
centre and the DOC website. 
(www.doc.govt.nz) 
 
Teacher Workshop 
On 24 November 13 teachers attended 
a workshop promoting the Rimutaka 
Forest Park Environmental Education 
resource. The teachers were very 
impressed with the park and the 
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resource and started making plans for 
school trips for next year.  
 
“Thoroughly enjoyable day, some good 
ideas to think about for 2006” said Peter 
Dobson, teacher.  

 
Teachers at the workshop. The new 
interpretation panels are visible in the 
background. 
 
Many of the teachers expressed an 
interest in having people from the RFPT 
and the wider community talk to the 
visiting pupils about specific topics such 
as Turakirae head or stoat trapping. If 
anyone is interested, please contact Jo 
Greenman on 470 8416. 
jgreenman@doc.govt.nz  
 
 Catchpool News from the Rangers  
 
Picnic tables and Rubbish Bins  
Seven newly constructed tables have 
been installed onto concrete pads in the 
Catchpool Valley; these are in addition 
to the ten built last year. They are a 
great asset to the Valley and prove very 
popular with picnickers. These tables 
are of a robust design and constructed 
by Keith Dyett with assistance from Bryn 
Menzies, our trainee ranger, who is with 
us for the summer. The newly 
installed rubbish bins should also help 
tidy up the car park and picnic areas. 
 
Bridges  
Catchpool and Wellington based staff 
have been busy preparing sites for the 
flying in of the new bridges, being built 
by Gerard Galvin of Raroa Builders, for 

the Five Mile Loop Track and the 
Orongorongo track. They will 
be opened for public use as soon as the 
new tracks leading to them are 
completed, some before Christmas and 
some in the New Year. There will be 
four new bridges and four old ones are 
being removed, having had their 
abutments washed out in the flood. Two 
others will be reinstated in the New 
Year. 
 
New Water Tank  
Jan's and Oaks huts are to get a new 
water tank to replace the system 
damaged in the flooding.  The new 
5000L tank will provide a more stable 
flow for the two popular huts and allow 
a storage buffer for dry spells over the 
summer. 
 
Tracks  
All the tracks have been walked since 
the flooding. Major work will need to be 
done in the next few years as the slips 
stabilise and the rivers cut their new 
courses. A number of bridges are in the 
design and planning phase including the 
Midway Bridge on the Orongorongo 
Track.  
 
The Big Bend Track from Haurangi to 
Whakanui is still closed due to a 
massive slip so river bed walking is 
needed for that section. Papatahi Track 
and Mt Matthews Track are open 
although remarking is not yet complete.  
 
The summer cutback of track edges is 
ongoing. Walkers need to stand well 
clear of staff using scrub-bars until they 
give the all clear to pass. We have had a 
few close calls as people try to walk 
behind DOC staff using a scrub-bar at 
full speed with ear muffs and helmet on!  
 
Bird Releases  
Recently we were given eight juvenile 
Paradise Shelducks and three juvenile 
Pukeko for release into the park. These 
birds had been prepared for release into 
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the wild and although not yet able to fly 
they were feeding well and seemed able 
to cope in the low predator environment. 
Unfortunately uncontrolled dogs have 
killed two of the Pukeko and both dogs 
and a shag seem to be responsible for 
killing seven of the Paradise Shelducks 
(at time of writing).  
 
A reminder for ALL dog owners to 
keep their dogs on a leash and under 
control while in the park  is timely. 
 
From David Moss 
 
Trust AGM - 12 October  
 
The guest speaker at the meeting was 
Kevin Hackwell, Conservation Manager 
for Forest and Bird. He gave an 
illustrated comprehensive overview of 
conservation issues in New Zealand, 
highlighting facts including that New 
Zealand, with the Himalayas and the 
Andes, is one of only three places on 
the planet with braided river systems.  
 
We heard the alarming news that where 
some species of birds are increasing in 
number, the populations may not be 
functional because they are made up 
predominantly of males, the females and 
young having succumbed to predators 
during nesting. He concluded with a 
hopeful view that areas like the 
Coromandel Peninsular and Northland 
may one day become fully predator free. 
  
These office bearers were elected: 
 
 President:        Bill McCabe 
Vice President: Bill Milne, Russ McStay 
Treasurer: Greg Thompson 
Secretary: Melody McLaughlin 
Executive Committee: 
  Maarten Vink 
  John Rush 

Evelyn Rush 
Don Millward 
Peter Simpson 
Margaret Willard 

Members of the Kiwi Project Team:  
 
Bill McCabe 
Susan Ellis 
Alan Thompson 
Kate Zwartz 
Paul King 
Don Milward 
Bill Milne 
Melody McLaughlin 
Kirby MacLeod 
Annette Harvey 
Rob Stone 
Margaret Willard 
 
MIRO East Harbour Regional Park – 
Possum Trapping now Park-wide. 
 
In 2004 MIRO in association with 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
started a park-wide possum trapping 
operation. The trap network was set up 
by GW and traps are serviced by 31 
volunteers, apart from one line done by 
the Park Ranger.  
 
There are 350 possum kill traps spread 
across the Park, each with a poison rat 
bait station to prevent rats interfering 
with possum traps. Trap-lines are 
checked at least monthly but in most 
cases fortnightly. A substantial labour 
input from volunteers. 
 
In the first year of operation 572 
possums have been eliminated, a rate of 
about 50 per month. The latest possum 
monitor with an RTC of 2.9 percent 
indicates that the programme is proving 
effective in holding down possum 
numbers. 
 
From Gail Abel 
 
New Book at Hutt Libraries 
 
Kiwi Hunter: Endangered Icons – The 
View from Ground Level, by Sid Marsh, 
published by The Halcyon Press.  


