
Restor ing the Dawn Ghorus mid-
year Report 2OO5

Intensive possum control  cont inues around
the area adjacent to the Catchpool Stream
and within the f i rebreak boundary
(westernmost part of Park) up to the
Jackson /  Park boundary.  Thanks to Keith
Dyett and Gary Bak tallies of hares, rabbits,
feral cats and possums are also being taken
from the roadside, campground and grassy
flats where trapping is not practical.

Leg traps along the Nature Trai l  and
Catchpool Loop have recorded relatively low
catches. l\4uch of this can be attributed to
the intensive trapping carr ied out pr ior to
and dur ing the Christmas hol idays. Rat
numbers too are relatively low. Timms traps
are proving invaluable in ongoing possum
control. Stoats though seen by Park-goers
are proving difficult to catch in our traps,
numbers being wel l  down on previous
years.  Whether the publ ic are just  more
aware of the stoat menace is resulting in
more reports of  s ight ings I  do not know.

Nat ive bird numbers have included sight ings
of up to 40 Welcome swal low, numerous
white eyes, pleasing numbers of  Bel l  Bird,  a
few ear ly Kereru arr ivals,  higher than ever
piwakawaka, dai ly s ight ings of  Karearea
(bush falcon) sometjmes in conf l ict  wi th
Harr ier Hawks. Tree lucerne is f lour ishing
and pretty much in ful l  f lower providing
Kereru with stable food supplies through to
Christmas. High numbers of  tawa,
Tewarewa, pigeonwood varieties, and many
other species are f lour ishing throughout the
understorey rn the controlled areas of
indigenous forest.

Interference has lately occurred on Victa rat
traps. This has taken form in the removal of
the arm which locks the trap onto the bai t
plat form making the trap useless. One can
understand some sympathy for possums
held in leg traps for a portion of the night but
rats? Hence it does behove considerable
head scratching to fathom the objective of
such actions. There again there are worthy
people who keep rats, cats and fitches as
pets. .

To know that ln a few year's time, if control
cont inues, increasing levels of  hinau, miro,
kanono, kaikomako, nikau, tawa, karaka,
karamu drupes / berries will provide
quantities of food not seen since European
sett lement resul ted in burning-off ,  fe l l ing,
stock grazing and release del iberately or
otherwise of innumerable predalors is
something of  which the Trust can be proud.
Let's hope that the ten years we have
committed ourselves to the kiwi Project will
be duplicated for Restoring the Dawn
Chorus.

Expenditure over the coming year could
include more use of poisons to control both
inside and outside the operat ional  zone.
Perhaps too Restor ing the Dawn Chorus
should take a leaf out of  the Kiwi Group and
hold the odd geftogether to promote both
the project and to say thanks to the helpers.

Sometime after Seplember, Doc's Andrew
Morrison may include a portion of the
operational zone to fully control rats in an
on-going effort to free as much of the area
as possible al together of  rats al lowing for
the possible re- introduct ion of  North ls land
Robin.

John A. Rush 9/06/05.

Update on Kiwi Projeet

Operations

1. Stoat t rapping

The trapping team are cont inuing to
terrorize stoats and rats in and around the
Turere catchment!  We'd l ike to
acknowledge the contr ibut ion of  Melody and
Col in Mclaughl in lor looking af ter the egg
supply,  Bi l l  McCabe for adjust ing traps, and
Paul King for val iant ly moving stoat tunnels
around on the top ridges. Andrew Morrison
has taken over the spreadsheet and is
doing an excel lent job of  keeping our tal ly
up to date,  and Kate Zwarlz is helping out
with volunteer communicat ion. As wel l  as
these die-hards, we'd also l ike to say a big
thank-you to the Kiwi Committee and to all
of our regular trappers for their efforts!



The plots below show the variation in stoat
kill by month since the first traps of the
network were installed in November 2003. A
total of 146 stoats have been killed. The rise
and fall in stoat catch follows a typical yearly
pattern wilh highest catch-rates in late mid-
late summer. The second plot shows catch
normalised by number of traps. The catch
per t rap has diminished as we have
expanded our network and increased trap
density.

A new l ine is being developed to widen our
coverage at the northern end of the Turere
stream, which is an area being discussed as
a possible release site for the North lsland
brown kiwi.

Andrew lvlorrison and Rob Stone from DoC
have also been planning a monitor ing
network for rats and stoats to check our
t ranninn af fo^r i \ ianaae

2. New Kiwi Operat ions Group- Fr iends of
Rimutaka Apteryx (FORA)

Although we have yet to get the "official"
word from DoC re: releasing kiwi in the
Park, s igns are suff ic ient ly encouraging that
we have formed a new group of volunteers
to plan and form the core of a group to
manage kiwi release and monitor ing. This
group (FORA) is convened by Annette
Harvey and consists of a keen group of
orni thologists.  We are also planning to t rain
some of the stoat trappers - and any one
else who is interested - to help with remote
tracking of  k iwi  th is coming spr ing and
summer. Do let us know if you would ltke to
be rnvolved with this effort.

3. Volunteers needed!

We welcome new volunteers to help out
with operations in the Kiwi project, and to
help us out with project and volunteer
organisat ion. l f  you can help out,  let  us
know! There is a task for every fitness level.

Susan El l is,  July 2005

Turere  Stoa t  Trapp ing  04-05

Normalized Stoal Catch 04-05

Interested Kindred Member
Group Act iv i t ies

Lower Hutt  Forest & Bird

Plant ing on Mat iu/Somes ls land is now
confined to filling in cleared patches of Karo
trees with canopy species Rata, Rimu,
Matai, Kohekohe, Rewarewa, Tawa, etc.
The volunteer groups are still very active
and work parties on the island are held on
the second and fourth Monday of each
month. Aiso, work partles are active at the
Pauatahanui Wetlands Project on the first
and third Monday of each month. Also of
interest are the proposed activities in the
east Harbour Regional Park at  the Lakes
Block, Lake Kohangatera and Lake
Kohangapiripiri since stock have been
removed!!

Fr iends of Belmont Regional Park

The main thrust over recent months has
been the lobbying of  the publ ic and MPs to
retain the Waitangirua Farm as part  of  the


