
,  . !' 1 " .

RIMUTAKA FOREST PARK TRUST /'\ .1

NEWSLETTER -  JTILY I995

Hel lo,  f rom the Trust.  I t 's  been a whi le s ince the last  newslet ter.  but we haven' t  forqotten
you I

The AGM is approaching and, as always, we're looking for new members. At Committee
level  we part icular ly need candidates for President and Secretary,  al though candidates
for other posi t ions are equal ly welcome. Dut ies are not onerous -  usual ly a couple of
hours each month to at tend meettngs (February-November),  wi th other dut ies now and
then. The AGM is also the t ime lo renew Trust membership -  st i l l  a very modest S5.

Since i ts incepi ion in 1988 the Trust has underiaken a number of  projects which have
benef i ted Park users.  However,  i f  the Trust is to cont inue doing so in future, i t  must
attract  people wi l l ing to take on the responsibi l i ty of  running the Trust.  Othenryise, the
projects out l ined below may wel l  be the Trusts last .

PROJECTS

TURERE S IGN

A design has been approved and the sign is now in the process of  being made. The sign
wi l l  be located in the Orongorongo Val ley near the end of the Orongorongo Track, and
wi l l  provide informat ion on the hire huts,  camping and picnic areas, to i lets and other
useful  informat ion for v is i tors to the val ley.  The f in ished sign should be in place within the
next month. Funding for the sign came from a 53,260 grant f rom Trust Bank in 1994.

CARPARK SEATS

The Trust has DOC approval  to erect seats in the Catchpool Val ley carpark.  Two
generous offers have enabled this project to proceed -  Stan Hunt has provided a
select ion of  designs for the seats and a donat ion towards their  cost.  and Keith Woods
has offered to bui ld them free of  charge. The Trust wi l l  supply mater ials for the seats.

TURAKIRAE HEAD INFORMATION SHEET

A draft  leaf let  has been prepared. A poled route from the carpark lo the Reserve is now
being looked at by the Park but detai ls st i l l  need to be worked through with the land-
owners. When issues relat ing to access are sat isfactor i ly resolved a f inal  draf t  wi l l  be
prepared and pr inted. A grant of  $530 from the Wainuiomata Licensing Trust in 1994 wi l l
cover product ion costs.



TRUST NEWS

SUMMER PROGRAMME

The Trust is invest igat ing the possibi l i ty of  taking a bigger role in the running of the
Summer Programme. Present restr ict ions to DOC funding and staf f ing wi l l  mean
reduct ions in the scope and durat ion of  th is years Programme unless al ternat ive fundtng
can be found. Two opt ions are being considered by the Trust:

1.  The Trust employs a person through the Employment Service for s ix months who
is el ig ible for ei ther Tourism Green, Taskforce Green or Community Taskforce
fund ing

2. f  he Trust seeks commercial  sponsorship to help pay wages and advert is ing
costs.

A combinat ion of  both opt ions would be the preferred outcome. At present the Trust is
await ing a proposal f rom DOC out l in ing i ts requirements.

ln August the Trust is planning to assist  the Park with planning for the next Summer
Programme. Any suggest ions for t r ips or act iv i t ies,  or of fers to lead tr ips would be
welcome.

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS

Foi lowing the abandonment of  the herbar ium project the Trust is looking at  other
methods of plant ident i f icat ion. The Trust would l ike to see more interpret ive signs
instal led along some of the easier walking tracks in the Catchpool Val ley but further
discussion with DOC is needed before anv def ini te olans are made.

MANAGEMENT REVIEW

The Management Review of the Park has been an ongoing issue with the Trust for
several  years now. Original ly there was talk of  the Review being f in ished ear ly in 1994 -  i t
wasn' t  and st i l l  isn ' t .

The Problem. DOC has said i t  is  unwi l l ing to give approval  for certain Trust
projects unt i l  the complet ion of  the Review. This has l imited the
abi l i ty cf  the Trust to plan f i r ture projects and the drawn-out nature
of the process has tested the pat ience and goodwi l l  of  members.
Furthermore, DOC staf f  don' t  have the resources to complete the
Review in the foreseeable future.

DOCs Response: Mike Edginton, who is coordinat ing the Review, wi l l  now do the
Review in (probably 3) stages. The f i rst  stage is near ly complete -  a
draft  has been produced and is c irculat lng within the Department
for comment.

Whi le this is at  least some progress we don' t  yet know what this wi l l  mean for the Trust.  l t
may mean we can soon plan for the future with greater certainty,  or i t  may mean several
more years of  uncertainty unt i l  the ful l  Review is complete.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

PLEASE NOTE: This years AGM vr i l l  be held on Thursday 12 October at  the Hutt  Val ley
Tramping club Rooms, Birch Street Reserve, Lower Hutt ,  f rom 7.3opm. Guest speaker
wi l l  be Bob Brockie -  wel l -known for his work at  the DSIR Field Stat ion in the
orongorongo val ley and for his book on their  research - 'A Liv ing New Zearand Forest '
Previous AGMs in Lower Hutt  have been wel l  supported, and we are hopeful  of  a s imi lar
turnout th is year.

Elect ions for the Trusts Execut ive Committee wi l l  take place at the AGM. Nominat ions are
needed for President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer and between 5 and 7
Committee members. The Trust is in part icular need of two people wi l l ing to be Secrerary
or President.  The Trust has been without a permanent secretary for several  years now.
Committee members (notably Bruce Cockburn) have helped f i l l  the void but th is s l tuat ion
cannot be rel 'ed upon indef ini te ly.

The Trust is also in need of a new President After two years in the role Don Mrl l lvard has
announced he wi l l  not be standing again for the posi t ion at  th is years AGM. Don has
done an excel lent job in di f f icul t  c i rcumstances, and whi le the Committee is sorry to see
him stand down, that may not be the end of his involvement -  he is wi l l inq to stano as a
Comnri t tee member i f  e lected.

Any person may be nominated for a posi t ion on the Execut ive Committee. Ho\,vever.  to
be el ig ible for elect ion they must be a member of  the Trust and their  nominat ion must be
moved and seconded by two people who are members of  the Trust (Committee members
wi l l  g ladly help with this) .  To become a member wri te to the Trust or contact one of the

-  Commi t tee .  The re  i s  a  $12 .5O. jo in ing  fee  (S5  membersh ip  fee ,  37 .50  membersh ip
badge),  rr i th an annual fee of  55 thereafter.  For more informat ion contact one of tne
committee membeTs l isted below:

Viv Auty (Treasure0 564-6840 (H)
lan Cameron 564-3048 (H)
Bruce Cockburn 388-7717 (H)
Vera  Johns tone  566 -1954  (H)
Bi l l  Mccabe 564-5029 (H)
Don Mi l lward (Chairman) 56-9-8610 (H)
Bi l l  Mi lne €e:aaq+ f i )
lvan l , ,4orr ison (DOC) 564-8551 (W)
Poko Morr ison 564-3648 (H)
Shidey O'Kane 566-0874 (H)
Bob  Pomeroy  564 -8115  (H)
Anthony Stephens 564-7239 (H)

A nominat ion form is at tached to this newslet ter.  l f  you wish to be nominated for a
posi t ion on the Execut ive Committee complete this form and return i t  by September i2 to:

Rrmutaka Forest Park Trust
: f  Rimutaka Forest Park
Private Bag 43-902
y'Vainuiomata



ABLUTION BLOCK

The Park is now await ing resource and bui ld ing consents for the new ablut ion block in
the camping ground. subject to the issuing of  these consents buirding shourd begin in the
nexl  few months and be f in ished in t ime for Summer. The bui ld ing hal  been designed by
a Doc archi tect  and wi l r  be bui l t  by Doc staf f .  or ig inal ly the Trusl  was to help fuio the
ablut ion block, but Doc now expects to cover the cost f rom i ts own funds. However,
should there be a short fal l  in funding an approach wi l l  be made to the Trust.

TRACK MAINTENANCE

Tourism Green workers are in the process of  upgrading the whakanui rrack. At the t ime
of wri t ing, about hal f  the track had been upgraded ( from the sunny Grove, wainuiomata
end) and the rest had been cleared of overgrown vegetat ion. workers wi l l  cont inue
towards the River end upgrading the vack where necessary.  Minor t rack maintenance is
also planned for the Five Mi le Loop Track and the Big Bend Track

'CAVE CREEK 'CHECKS

In the wake of the cave creek disaster Doc staf f  have checked al l  wooden structures i r r
the Park.  Al l  t racks in the Park with wooden footbr idges have been checked by a
registered engineer contracted for the job. No problems were found

BIG HUNT COMPETITION

Big Hunt '95 is over.  260 hunters entered the compet i t ion (175 entered in i994),  and
returned double the number of  t rophies compared to last  year.  The increase in numbers
is more notable given last  years Big Hunt included a possum category which was
dropped for th is years compet i t ion Top pr ize of  a new 4wD Toyota Hi lux was not won,
however f ive consolat ion pr izes of  $1000 were won for var ious categories,  and numerous
soo t  onzes .

1995 SUMMER PROGRAMME STATISTICS

934 people part ic ipated in 96 act iv i t ies.
24 act iv i t ies were cancel led through insuff ic ient numbers or bad weather.

CHRISTMAS BARBECUE

The Trust hosted a barbecue on December 8 last year for people associated with the
Trust rhe night was a relaxed and enjoyable opportunity for members and supporters to
get together.

TRUST ACTIVITIES



HUT TOURS

As part  of  th is years Summer Programme Trust members led 5 tr ips to v is i t  the DOC hire
huts.  f t Iany new people were introduced to these huts as a resul t .

B IG  HUNT

Trust members were act ive at  the Launch and Prizegiving of  the Big Hunt -  both held at
the Fi tzroy Tavern in Wainuiomata. At the Launch, on February 25, members raised
funds sel l ing iceblocks and set up a display to promote the Trust.  (The interest wi th which
the display was received suggests a permanent display may be worthwhi le.  This could
perhaps be set up as a display in the Park Informat ion Centre and be used at certain
events to promote the Trust) .

The Prizegiving, on May 14, was another opportuni ty for the Trust to raise funds. An
rnvrtat ion to provide food for the day saw members cul inary ski l ls  tested preparing chips,
hotdogs and barbecued sausages. Al though crowds on the two days were less than
expected, a good effort  raised almost S190 for the Trust.

OTHER NEWS

TURERE TOILETS

The new toi lets in the Orongorongo Val ley have provided a much needed facj l i ty in this
high-use area -  al though their  popular i ty as overnight accommodat ion has been
somewhat unexpected!

The vandal ism to the toi lets support ing posts over Queen's Bir thday weekend last  year
appears to have been an isolated incident.  However,  a more recent concern is the
amount of  rubbish being lef t  in the toi lets.  Over recent weeks bags of rubbish have been
lef t  inside the toi lets -  one bag was even taped to the f loor l  This is of  concern to the Trust
as i t  makes the toi lets unpleasant for v is i tors and for Park staf f  who must c lean them.
DOC has adopted a rubbish-free pol icy in the Orongorongo Val ley and removed al l
rubbish bins from the area, so vis i tors are expected to carry their  rubbish out wi th them. l f
anyone knows anything that may ident i fy the culpr i t (s)  please contact the Park
lnformat ion Centre on 564-8551.

CONSERVATION IVIANAGEMENT STRATEGY

The Wel l ington Conservat ion iv lanagement Sirategy directs hov/ DOC wi l l  dc i ts job
during the next 10 years on al l  i ts land in the Wel l ington Conservancy. In Apri l  last  year
the Trust hosted a publ ic meet ing with DOC representat ives to discuss the CMS.
Subsequent ly,  Bi l l  Mi lne wrote and presented a submission from the Trust support ing
DOC plans for the Rimutaka Forest Park.  The revised Cl\ i ]S is now with the Wel l ington
Conservat ion Board. The Board can request changes, and wi l l  then refer the CMS to the
NZ Conservat ion Author i ty for approval .  Last ly,  i t  wi l l  go to the Conservat ion Minister for
signing -  probably later th is year.



NEW RIMUTAKA-TARARUA LINK

The NZ Nat ive Forests Restorat ion Trust plans to purchase 830 hectares of  land adjacent
to the northern boundary of  the Rimutaka Forest Park.  The land l ies to the south of  State
Highway 2 between Featherston and the Rimutaka summit and wi l l  form a permanent ly
protected reserve between the Rimutaka and Tararua Forest Parks. Donat ions towards
the $100,000 purchase pr ice can be made to:

NZ Nat ive Forests Restorat ion Trust
P.O. Box 80-007
Green Bay
Auckland 7

'A CHRONOLOGY OF THE TARARUA & RIMUTAKA RANGES'

A completely revised edi t ion of  Ross Kerr 's 'Chronology' is now avai lable.  Ear l ier  edi t ions
and supplements have been replaced with a new 64 page format,  containing separate
informat ion on the history,  huts and peaks of  the two ranges. Copies are avai lable from
the author for S1O each ( including postage).  

R A. Kerr
P.O. Box 540
Lev in .
Phone: (06) 368-4796

BILL IMcCABE QSM

Congratulat ions to Trust member Bi l l  McCabe who was awarded a Queen's Service
Medal in the Queen's Bir thday Honours List  announced last  month. The award
recognises Bi l l 's  involvement in sett ing up and serving on the Wainuiomata Bush Fire
Force. Bi l l  is  act ively involved in a number of  community organisat ions and this award is
wel l -deserved.

Remember,  the Committee is there to serve the Trust and i ts members. l f  you have any
ideas, v iews. cr i t ic isms or suggest ions regarding Trust or Park act iv i t ies let  us know. l f
you have any comments regarding the contents of  th is newslet ter,  or wish to be more
rnvolved in the act iv i t ies of  the Trust,  let  us know Either:

"  contact the wri ter of  thrs newslet ter -  Anthony Stephens 564-7239

* contact one of the Committee members l isted on page 3

'  wr i te us a let ter -  the address is on page 3

" at tend one of our monthly meet ings (2nd Thursday of every month at  8pm)

* at tend the AGM (October 12)

* stand for a posi t ion on the Trusts Execut ive Committee.


