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Welcome to the f i rst  issue of the
Rimutaka Forest Park Rag

The newslette( will be praduced twice yearly
by the Trust to keep members in tauch with
whai is ltappening tn the R irnutaka Fcrest
Park.

Thank you to al l  those who have supported
the Trust over the many years of  our work in
the park.  Recent ly i t  has been great to
not ice an increase in the birdl i fe whi le
walking in the Park.  Tuis & Wood pigeons
are very plent i fu l  and are a joy to see and
hear.  This is obviously a resul t  of  our
ongoing pest control  programme.
The informat ion kiosk at  the top carpark has
recent ly had a great panel added explaining
the ful l  loggrng programme. Walk up and
take a look!
We are keen to have new members jo in the
Trust and take pan in the wide range of
interest ing projects we are involved in.

l f  you would l ike to jo in please contact Russ
McStay, Secretary of the Rimutaka Forest
Park  ph .  569  2915
Look forward to seeing you on the trackl

Bi l l  Mi lne, Vice Chairman

BRINGING BAGK
THE BIRDS
The increase in birdl i fe in the val ley has
been due to exhaust ive trapping and
poisoning of non-nat ive pest species. We
have destroyed over 900 possums,
hundreds of rats,  scores of  hedgehogs,
dozens of stoats and magpies and a couple
of feral cats. All of these would have made
the regenerat ion we have seen in the Park
impossible.

-he 
Ron Greerwood T. lsr .  Depanmenr o '

Conservat ion, / is i tor Centre donat ions and
Rimutaka Forest Park Trust members have
al l  contr ibuted to thjs process. One in
part icular who has made a huge contr ibut ion
to this work is Kevin O Donnel l .  On behalf  of
the memoers and volunteers of  the Pest
Control  Unit ,  lwould l ike to express our
sincere thanks for al l  your help and support
these past twenty months.

John Rush, Manager Catchpool Vis i tor
Centre

IF YOU GO DOWN IN THE
wooDs ToDAY...
YOU MIGHT BE IN FOR A
SURPRISE!
Take a walk down to the valley and you
might be lucky enough to spot some of
thesei

.  A pair  of  nest ing Tomti ts discovered lust
of f  the Five Mi ie.

. New Zealand Falcons whizzing through
Catchpool and Orongorongo Val leys.

. Gangs of Whitehead on l\4cKerrow and
smal l  groups on Middle Ridge Track.

. Groups of fat Kereru feeding on tree
lucerne.

Go for a walk through the bush by the Five
Mile Track and you wi l l  hear the songs of
Tui ,  Kingf isher,  Long-tai led and Shining
Cuckoo, Grey warbler,  Bel lb ird.

Towards evening Morepork can be seen
f ly ing from their  bush perches on their
night ly hunt ing forays. Almost never seen in
recent years, here we have noticed npening
Tawhara, the frui t  of  the cl imbing Kiekie.



IVAN MOVING ON

Nearly 37 years af ter taking up his
woodsman apprent iceship,  lvan Morr ison is
moving on. lvan took ear ly ret i rement on 14
December and is looking fo 'ward to turning
his hand to something new. That somethtng
includes f in ishing a book on the true and
unaDridgeo expioi ts of  forest serv ce 'a 'gers

rha r  he  oegan  bu t  l e f t  l angu ish ing  th i s  pas t
year for lack of  t ime.

lvan began with the then Forest Service on
19  January  1965 ,  as  a  woodsman  cade t  l n
Dusky Forest,  near Tapanui,  Otago. He d
had  h i s  syg5  se t  on  be ing  a  dee r  cuL le r  bu t
the 1S-year-old was talked out of  picking up
a r i f le qui te so young. Those three years of
training in bush craf t  and forestry ski l ls  wi th
11 fel low cadets are an experience he would
happi ly repeat today.

Those ski l ls came in handy when, dur ing
st ints in the Waitutu Forest in 1971 and1972
lvan spent three months followed by a two
month tour of  duty the fol lowing year.  in the
bush without coming out.  By then, af ter
post ings in several  Otago forests.  he'd
moved into environmental  forestry and
f inal ly picked up that r i f le.  The change in
focus was inspired after three work mates
were involved in a bad car accident.
Though ser iously in jured, they al l  survived,
and i t  was in large part  thanks to being very
f i t  and tough from their  jobs. lvan says one
guy's thlghs were so muscled and
weathered the nurse broke tvvo syr inge
needles try ing to give him painki l l ing
inject ions.

lvan moved north in 1972, to Ruatahuna, in
Te Urewera Nat ional  Park,  where he co-
ordinated hunt ing operat ions. Unt i l  he got
marr ied. Being away in the bush so of ten
didn' t  mix wel l  wi th marr iage so lvan and his
new wife.  Poko moved to Kaingaroa ror a
two-year post teaching new cadets
woodsman ski l ls.

They were big intakes in those days -  50-
plus cadets. Which proved very useful
dur ing one training out ing in the Kaimanawa
Ranges when lvan shot a deer -  53 wi l l ing

packhorses fought to carry the carcass out
for him.

lvan's next move brought him to Catchpool,
in Rimutaka Forest Park,  in 1976. And there
he has stayed, weather ing the demise of the
Forest Service and the creat ion of  the
Department of  Conservatron in 1987. and
many  cnanges  bes rdes .  One  o f  rhe  b igges t
began  in  June  when  logg ing  began  in  i he
' n res ;  he  re  ned n12nt  l l  i s  w l th  mixed
ieei ings rhat he s warcnrng the trees co-1e
down. ' l  know that may sound sirange from
a forestry man. '  he says.
lvan 's  not  complete ly  sure what  the future
n : l o s .  b J t  i t  s e e m s  u n | i . ' e  y  t l - a t  r e  w i l l l o i r
son Bradley on the DOC f r re team. 'Too

many f i re  crews made quicker  b ids."

Mar ieke Hi lhorst

Dave Lewis of DOC. Don Millward of Rimutaka
Forest Park and lan McFadden of DAC recover
after laying a line af stoat traps thraugh the Park
with other members af the Trust and DaC staff .
The traps are being trialed to find a mare
humane way of catching and kill ing stoats.

VANDALISM -

IT'S UP TO US ALL!
Vandal ism is a cont inuing problem in the
park.  When vis i t ing please report  any
suspicious behaviour to Dave Lewis,
Catchpool Ranger phone 564 1249 dur ing
the week or emai l  d lewis@doc. qovt.  nz.  l f
possible note vehicle registrat ion number as
this makes catching the culpr i ts much
easrer l



UPGRADE OF DOC HUTS
IN THE ORONGORONGO
VALLEY

There was a hive of activity at the five
DOC huts,n the val ley dur ing September.
A couple of  bui lders and one DOC staf f
comoleted numerous repairs and
upgrades to br ing the huts up to standard.
The work included a new f loor for
Shamrock Hut,  a f i re escape for the
Sunkroom at Raukawa. a new f i re at
Haurangi and replacing several  rot ten
sect ions of  t i rnt 'er  The working condit ions
were much enhanced by a very dry
September.  St i l l  to be completed is a new
fire (with wetback) at  Jan's Hut and this
should be completed by Xmas. A team
from the DOC Head Off ice have kindly
offered to paint  the remainder of  Raukawa
in ear ly December,  as a respi te f rom their
office work.

Anne Rel l ing, Vis i tor Assets Programme
Manager DOC

DID SOMEONE MENTION A
DROUGHT?
Looking out the window, you might be
surpr ised to hear anyone ment ion a drought.
However the ef fects of  the drought over last
summer through unt i l  September has
effected vegetation within the park
Tawa trees near the park entrance suffered
stress and a number have died. Tree Ferns
and Fuchsia (Fuchsia excortlcata) were all
badly burnt wi th f rost  later in the winter
months almost k i l l ing them. They are slowly
recovering with new leaves reappearing.
Pepperwood was also badly damaged by
the frost

From drought to floods! Parts of the road
through Manuka Flat  has been washed
away in the Orongorongo Valley as the river
changed i ts path because of f looding.
Despite this.  the wet weather over the last
few weeks has brought life back to the parK
with John Rush, Vis i tor Centre Manager
struggl ing to keep up with his lawn mowerl ! !
David Lewis,  Catchpool Ranger DOC

KEEPING THE HOME
FIRES BURNING

The Rimutaka Forest Park Trust wi l l  be
selling firewood on a weekend day
in March/Apri l  next year. Look out for ads in
the Wainuiomata News and l isten on the
radio closer to the t ime.

Don't miss the Rimutaka Forest Park
Christmas Barbecue !!

Friday 14 December
All  welcome

Please RSVP to Russ Mcstay,  phone 569 2915

[nd of an era
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LOGGING
Logging has started at  Catchpool and the
next task is to develop a revegetat ion plan
as required in the resource consent f rom the
Hutt  Ci ty Counci l .  The plan wi l l  encompass
a landscape plan and the two wi l l  be
complementary.  The need is to look years
ahead and vis ion what the val ley wi l l  be l ike
after Iogging. The plan wi l l  ident i fy what use
can be made of logging roads for recreat ion,
how the buffer str ios wi l l  be planted, and
what measures can be taken to minimise
the logging effects.  For example, i t  is
envis ioned that new opoortuni t ies wi l l  exist
for walking and mountain bik ing.

Peter Simpson, Poneke Area Manager DOC



NATIVE PIGEONS AND
LOGGING
Recent newspaper art lc les have reported
that there may be a relat ionship between
Kereru (pigeon )  deaths and logging in the
Catchpool Val ley.  We are of  the opinion that
the logging has no signi f lcant ef fect  on
Kereru numbers. Kereru are at tracted to the
val ley because of the f lowering tree Lucerne
ano only use the p;nes for occasional ly
perching. There remain many tal l  t rees in
the val ley including Eucalypts,  pines and tal l
nat ive trees such as Beech, Rewarewa and
Tawa. These provide ample structure for
Kereru io perch ano f iy f rom.
DOC has a standing contract for autopsy of
nat ive wi ld l i fe with independent pathologists
at Massey Universi ty School of  Veter inary
Science. This year three dead kereru were
recovered from catchpool and sent for
autopsy (panicular ly because we were
concerned about Salmonel la).  The resul ts
showed that the causes of death were
impact in jur ies and dog attacks. This is
consistent wi th the most common cause of
Kereru death which is f ly ing into windows
and cars af ter gorging on seasonal foocj .

l f  you f ind any dead Kereru or any other
nat ive wi ld l i fe please contact Poneke area
Off ice -  Department of  Conservat ion. Put the
bird in a plast ic bag and arrange del ivery to
DOC off ice.  Autopsies have more
conclusive resul ts f rom fresh birds which
haven' t  been frozen. We are happy to give a
copy of autopsy resul ts to the people who
found the bird.

Rob Stone, Biodiversi ty Programme
Manager DOC

Kiwi CanseNation Kicis clean up the beach at
Turakirae Scenlc Reserve seal colony on the
Wainuiamata Caast during Clean uD I'lew
Zeaiand Week. The Ciub is sponsared by Lawer
Hutt Farest and Bird because " the future af lhe
planet lies in the hands af aur children".


