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Welcome to the 3" edit ion of the
RAG!
I ts  been a busy year  out  in  the Park.  Thanks to
al l  the Trust  members and DOC staf f  who have
taken par t  enthusiast ica l ly  and wi th such good
humour on pro jects  ranging f rom educat ion
k i ts ,  p ine pul l ing,  t rack development ,
f i rewood days,  p lant ing days,  pest  contro l
and other  new and exc i t ing proposals  on the
way.

Looking forward to catching up wi th you a l l
a t  the Trust  Chr is tmas barbecue Sunday l5
December at  4pm.

BIRDS, birds birds!
l f  you have been around the Catchpool  Val ley
o\er  I 'e  las l  rew Tor lhs )ou ra)  -ave had lhe
p eas- .e of  seeing numeroLS Tur  fegf ,  -g  f rgrn
the Kowhai  t rees around the Vis i tor  Centre and
. lar l .an< pvan nnl i .prr  qn.np WhO have OVef_

ndulged,  fa l l ing drunken f rom t ree branches As
wel l ,  increased numbers of  bel lb i rds,  grey
warblers,  k ingf ishers,  t  ts  have been seen in  the
va Iey.

Native forest areas are also enjoy ng a growth
spur t  wi th  heal thy undergrowth,  inc uding new
Kah katea and Rewarewa seedl ings,  helped by
damp spr ing condl i ions and pest  contro i  work
under taken by the Trust .

Bil l  lVi lne, Rimutuka Forest Park Trust

Tui Inspire Gatchpool Valley
Planters

- . r  o .ov ided 'nus ica l  accorpanrment  for  the
30 keen locals  and Rimutaka Forest  Park
members who ra l l ied to a ca l l  f rom the
Deoart "ne ' l t  o 'Conse'vat 'on to i 'e lp  p lant
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areas rn the Catchpool  Val ley on Saturday,
7 September.

Dur ing a " fast ,  fur ious and fun"  1.5 hours of
d igging and p lant ing,  par t ic ipants ranging in

age from 29 to 87 planted around 200 lrees
-  inc luding mahoe,  t l  kouka (cabbage t rees)
and toe toe -  in  an area where p nes were
removed last year.

DOC Poneke area communi ty  re lat ions
officer Annabel Ri ey said it was "fantastlc"
to  see so many peop e turn up to contr ibute
to the return of  nat ive bush to the val ley,
and enjoy themselves rn the process.

" l t  is  a  great  form of  Saturday morning
exerc ise"  sa id one par t ic ipant .

The enthus asr  of  lhe par l rc ipar ts  t ' re 'e
showed that  people love to be involved in
improv '^g lhe i r  park.  T*e park is  a great
communi ty  asset"  sa d Russ lMcstay,
Secretary of  the Rimutaka Forest  Park
Trust.

Annabel Riey. Cornnun ty Re at ons, Poneke Area

Vera Johnstone and Elaine Price - armed
and oangerous



Matamata Gonserwation Gorp -
Orongorongo Track gets a Facelift

Ttse Orongo'ongo t rack su ' face (belween t ' te
carpark and Orongorongo River)  has been in  need
of  some mprovement  and i t  was a great  surpr ise,
when we received an offer from the N.4atamata
Educat jon and Envi ronmenta l  Trust  to  carry  out
some work on th is  t rack!

Arrangements were made wi th John Rush and DoC
to pror ' ide tools  ard accommodalron and on
Thursday B'n October  2A02,  len 16 to '18 year  o lds,
under  the capable d rect ion of  Annaleah Bodle (nee
Rush)  reoor ted for  '  inst ruct ion" .

Our object ive was to deal  wi th  the numerous boggy
sect ions caused by accumulat ions of  s i l t  and leaves
wh ch had scoured out  d ips and hol lows n the t rack.
We also needed to increase the number of  d iagonal
cufof f  dra ins to  reduce the l ike l lhood of  fu ture
scouring by stormwater. lr4y job was to show them
what  to  do.

Once they got  the ldea,  they worked w th a wi l l  and
determinat lon to f ix  the problem -  and f ix  i t  they d id l
The bogs miraculously  d lsappeared wi th new dra ins
to lead water  f rom the d ips and f rom the steeper
sect ions.  lwas ha.d DUt to  keeD ar ' read of  tnem -
supposedly set t 'ng the locat ion a ' rd pace,  e lc  of
work,  but  as they got  the ldea they soon leapt  ahead
of  me making therr  own judgements and del ight ing
in the i r  progress under  Annaleah's  f i rm but
understandlno leadershio.

Matamata ConseNation Cory memberc

Stops for  tea breaks and lunch were surprs ingly
br  ef ,  whi ls t  a l lowing l imi ted scope for  some youthfu l
exuberance before getting back onto the job. With
such energet ic  and susta ined at tent ion i t  was l l t t le
wonder that  near ly  a l l  the t rack through to the r iver
had been done.  By 4.30 pm I  was qu te ready to go
home - but not these youngsters - they took off
again wi th John Rush to do a round of  the possum
t r r n c  h p f ^ . a  t h p i r  p \ / p n i n .  m o , l l

Having amply demonstrated thei r  ab i l i ty  to
undertake such work there was no need for me to
accompany them the next  day when they tack led
start of the l\i lount Matthews track!!

What  a p leasant  surpr ise to f ind such keenness and
enthusiasm, especla l ly  in  th is  age group and I  have
no doubt  that  th is  is  largely  due to Annaleah's
in f luence.  In  co ' rseouence.  ny co ' ' ] f idence in  l ' t is  up
and coming generat ion has been g iven a huge
boost !  |  hope we wi l l  see more of  th is  group in
future.  Thanks to John Rush for  arranging i t  a l l .

, lohn H!nt  R m!taka Forest  Park TrLrst

DOG happeningsl

.  F lumings insta l led on culver ts  to  s top
eros on of sott mater al from logging road
edges.

.  Water  qual i ty  samples taken f rom Catchpool
and Graces upsl .ea"n ' tave found o-  y  a
s l ig l ' t  -c 'ease of  seorments af ler  ̂eavy
fa n.

.  The lower campground c losed when some
buffer trees biew over after logging.

.  Replacement  of  grass areas wi th nat ive
grasses and cabbage t rees a the lop
carpark by Trust members and staff.

.  Wi ld ing p lne seedl ings and other  weeds
have been femoved by DoC stafF and
Telecom EDS Lrn i t .

Offences
Car break- ins s t i l l  occLrr  occasional ly ,  obv iously  b) , r
the same person or  persons each t lme.  A dr iver
seen do ng wheel ies on the grass lawns,  found the
park gate had been locked and the pol ice ca l led.  He
was a learner  dr iver  wi th  a passenger.  A lso the car
was fou ' ' rd  lo  have a nurbe '  o f  fau l ts  -  the resul t
was an lnstant  f ine of  $800.

Accommodat ion
The House nearest  to  the park gates has had new
f loor ing f i t ted in  the laundry and a new shower
insta l led.  Repaint ing has done away wi th the
prev ious ghast ly  p ink decor  in  the ktchen,  laundry,
to i le t  and bathroom.

The smaller of the two temporary huts has had extra
windows f i t ted and the whole bul ld ing repalnted
ins ide and out .



The larger  accommodat ion is  soon to have a
roof  f i t ted ( the o ld one leaked l ike a s ieve) .

Staff
A new staf f  membef  has been appo nted and w l l
jo in  us next  month on a one year  contract .

Dav  d  Lcwrs  Range rCa tchpoo l  Fe ldCen l re

Wild Day Outl
28 volunteers f rom EDS (Te ecom) h t  the Catchpool
s lopes ln  October .  Approximate ly  20 000 p ine
seedl ings wefe pul led i ror r  t l -e  loggeo-over  s lopes.
The cond t ions were g lor ious w th so l  damp soi l .
sunsi r ine ancj  a  geni ie  breeze -  breaking in io  a
howling northerly by late afternoon.

The p ine seedl ing removal  is  par t  o f  the restorat ion
of  the val ley,  in  Rimutaka Forest  Park,  f rom a p ine
production forest to a naturally regenerat ng native
forest.

The corporate vo lunteers spent  four  hours pul l ing
seedl ings,  a long wi th hear ing a br ie f ing of  the
logging pro ject ,  eat ing loads of  sausies and having a
guided tour  around Tawa Grove in  Catchpool  Val ley
wi th John Rush f rom Rimutaka Fores l  Park Trust .
"This was the flrst time we have worked with a
corporate group," says Poneke area office
communi ly  re lat ions of f icer  Annabel  Rr ley.
"We removed a large number of  seedl  ngs and gave
another  sector  of  the communi ty  an oppor tLrn i ty  to
take par t  in  some hands on conservat ion act iv i t  es,
many of  whom have rare ly  been on a h l ls ide and
have l i t t le  knowledge of  conservat ion issues."

A comment  f rom one of  the par t ic ipants:  "Buggered
last  n ght  and l imbs were sore th s  morning !  Over  a l l
i t  was an exre l len l  exper ience and an eye ope'e ' :
loved the v iews f rom the top Fel t  sore but  real ly ,
real ly  good about  g iv  ng sorne i ime back to the
communi ty"

Annabel R ey Corlrmunity Relal ions Poneke Area

..r^ "f"
-"-J

'-,-I;:r*
*frs.rr:.'.r{"

--!

Positive feedback

Here are some comments from happy hut users
after a stay in Orongorongo Valley

ln par l icu lar  we noted:

,: wonderfully comfortable new mattresses at
Haurangi  Hut ;

i  . l pa .en .p  o f  vpno le ' i nn  . r rOUnd  t l . e  hL t  Wn  Ch
has increased the amount  of  l ight  ins ide and
prevenled possur  access to tae roof :

i  improvements to  the t rack inc luding c learer
s g n a g e  ( e s p e c a l l y  t o  H a u ' a 1 9 i  H u t  a n d  a ' r
exceJlent  new sect ion on the B g Bend t rack at
t r i n  R a n r l  / r a n l r . i n n  t h o  < 1 .. . . -  . . . iep ano oangefous
steps ) .

Extracts from a recent letter to John Rush



Road maintaince

A jornt project was held between the Orongorongo
Club and DoC to unde(ake maintenance and repai r
work on the 4WD road nto the Orongorongo Valley
in mid November.

The road was or igrnal ly  constructed for  the DSIR,
Ecology d iv is ion (now Landcare)  n 1968 for  access
io the i r  research stat ion located at  Green s St feam.
Star t ing at  the River  mouth i t  runs 11 Km along the
true le f t  bank of  the Orongorongo r iver  t i l l  r t  reaches
ts dest inat ion at  the research stat ion.  Passing for
some dis tance across the pr ivate ly  owned
Orongorongo Stat ion,  the road is  not  avai lab le for
pu b l ic  vehic le access.

The 4WD road is however kept ma ntained for the
use of  Landcare for  access to the i r  research stat ion,
for  serv ic ing of  hut 's  and fac i l i t  es in  the val ley,
gene'a l  DoC wor\  and a lso 'or  emergenc)  se.v ices
such as Pol ice Search and Rescue,  F i re serv ices
and srm lar .

The maintenance weekend is  held annual ly  and th is
year attracted around 60 Orongorongo Club
members wlth the assistance of some DoC staff
vo lunteer ing thei r  t lme to help.  The main focus for
th is  year  was f  l1  ng potholes and meta l l ing the road
surface. The DoC tractor was taken into the valley
and based at  Greens Stream and used to f l l l  t ra i lers
w th metal to be applied to the road surface. Another
4WD loader ,  k ind ly  loaned by Por ter  Hi fe  Ltd was
located at  Peak st ream hal f  way a long the road and
was a lso used for  f i l l  ng t ra l lers .  Ex st ing culver ts
and dra inage channels were c ieared and a lso some
new culver ls  insta l led.

Al thoLgh a cold and darp weekend a grear  cross-
sect lon of  people turned out ,  ranging in  age f rom 10
to 70+ years o ld.  The occupants of  Paua hut
prov ided cont inuous food and hot  dr inks dur ing the
day and a l l  were rewarded wi th a BBQ and bonf i re
upon complet ion on the Salurday evenrng.

l\tfarly Green, arangoronga Club

Pest Destruction
In  Ju ly  2001,  three erstwhi le  innocents,  a l ready busy
possum t rapping in  the lower Catchpool  Val ley,
began to formulate p lans to possum-trap an ext ra
400 hectares of  mixed podocarp,  broadleaf  and
beech forest .  Ar thur  Di tchburn,  renowned raconteur
and yachtsman ext raord inal re;  Kevin O Donnel l ,
v ls  onary and compet i t ive Tr i -a th lete who t raps
stoats to  keep f l t ;  and John Rush,  bush- lover  and
compet i t  ve walker  made an unusual  t r  o .

Op n ionated,  argumentat ive and abras ive to say the
least .  each set  about  p lann ng t l -e i 'own programne
to min imise predator  damage in  the area bounded
by Graces and NlcKerrow Streams. Heated
discussions occurred throughout  Ju ly  as they
checked,  c leared and counted possum catches
along ex is t ing t rap- l ines.  F inal ly  they conceded that
genera l  agreement  was impossib le.  So they
decided that  ind iv iduals  or  any combinat ions of
ind iv iduals  who m ght  be temporar i ly  agreelng wi th
each other  would cut  t racks and set  t raps a long l ines
o ' the i r  own cho ce so lo ' rg  as the tota l  a .ea got
covered

Final ly  on Ft iday 27 July  someone star ted by
set t ing a l rne of  s ix teen t raps a long the F ve Mi le
Loop Track.  Which of  the t r io  d id i i  is  immater ia i .
What  mat ters is  that  Ar thur ,  a  bel iever  in  s t rong
l iqu id at t factants,  prov ided the molasses.  Kevin,
thfough h s contacts with stoafcatcher lan
N4cFadden pfov ded the leg-hold t raps.  John and h is
'edoubtable ',ri 'e Everyn provtded tea. coffee and
scones for  the t rappers and f lour  for  the t raps.  A
workable peace had been forged

Next  day,  of  the s ix teen t raps p! t  out ,  th i r teen had
caught  possLrms and another  one was set  of f .  The
average we ght  caught  was 3.21 k i los.  For  the next
several weeks trap-catches were extraordinarily
h gh.  On one occasion n ine females were taken,
e lght  had joeys.  l t  was a p lague.  The animals
caught  were so consrstent ly  heavy that  the ever-
resourcefu lAr thur  employed a wheelbarrow in wh ch
to br ing them out .

Kevin,  the Tr l -a th lete,  meantrme cut  h is  l ines a long
the steepest faces, mosftangled areas of vegetation
and to the h ighest  points  of  the contro l  area.  Ar thur ,
when medic inal ly  for t i f ied would manfu l ly  fo l low,
roundly  abusing Kevin for  h is  ut ter  d isregard for  l i fe
or  l imb.

Johr ,  cn oqe . famous occasron j3 ined lhe pa.r  as
they made thei r  way a long the colour fu l ly-named,
' 'Lost  Hammer Track" .  Tread ng war i ly  and
hanging on to any and a l l  var ie t ies of  vegetat ion he
suddenly s l ipped of f  the prec ip i tous t ra i l  and s l id  f i f ty
feet  in to the bush below.  Pick lng h imsel f  up,  he
waved a summary "Goodbye" to  the others and
retreated back to the car park and an early cup of
tea.

Gradual ly  the numbers be ng caught  dropped.  L ines
were re-set less often and a semblance of control
prevailed. Arthur set off one Spring morning for a
new l i fe  up on the sunny Kapi t i  Coast .  Kevin
t ravel led overseas to at tend re lat ives 'weddings in
l fe land and John got  on wl th h ls  seasonal  mowing
commitments.



In  November 2001,  wi lh  possum numbers wel l
down,  Kevin read about  the destruct ion wrought  by
rats  on p lwakawaka ( fanta i ls) .  He volunteered to
combine rat  t rapping wi th h is  possum and stoat
t rapping act iv i t les.  The Rimutaka Forest  Park Trust
purchased a good q!ant i ty  of  ra t  t raps for  th  s
purpose.  Thus a reg me of  t rapping rats
commenced and is  now carr ied out  th foughout  the
lower Catchpool  and Five Mi le  areas.

By November 2001 w th most  of  the possums dead,
Ar thur  gone (but  not  forgot ten)  and John set  on
mowrng law' ]s  Kev 'n fourd ar  a l ic le  'e fer '^g to  the
destruct ion wrought  by rats  on p lwakawaka.

Deeply moved Kevln cr ied out  to  the heavens and
the t rusty  o ld Rimutaka Forest  Park Trust  came up
wlth the funds to purchase a good quantity of rat-
t raps.  A regime of  t rapplng rats  commenced and
emanated throughout  the h i l ls  and val leys of  the
Catchpool  and Five Mi le  Regions

2001 became 2002.  Januaty became July  and July
became November. ArthLrr returned briefly only to

Bill Milne with tanights dinner!

leave again,  th is  t ime wi th a borrowed b lcyc le,
nei ther  of  which have been seen s ince ( though
rumours of a sighting in N.4asterton stil l l inger).

Possum t rap catches,  once as h igh as 76% dropped
to 300o.  

-hen f ron 23 lo  29 Oclobe. ju" t  past ,  the
res idual  t rap catch over  100 n ights was down to
8 . 6 %  |
Today there are six stalwarts calling every week to
mon tor  rat ,  s toat  and possum t raps throughout  the
operat  onal  area.  Potent  a l ly  exc i t ing developments
in wi ld l i fe  t ranslocat ion are be ng mooted;  b i rd l fe  is
increasing and the recovery of  f  ora burgeoning.

The Catchpool  s  one exc i t ing p lace to be.  To
trappers,  Kevin,  Susan,  Bi l l ,  Gordon and Russ;  our
nra ies f rom Doc Siaf f ,  Poneke;  ihe Chairperson,
Comm t tee and members of  the Rimutaka Forest
Pd'h T.LSt  -  tha^tyou 'or  making a d i f f icu l t  job
possib le,  rewarding,  cos lef fect ive and exc i t ing.
lvlerry Chrlstmas Everybodyl

John RushlPest Destrucl on Co-ordinator

Footnote:
"Ar thur  D tchburn look ing tanned and f l t
was recent ly  cool ing h is  heels  ln  Otak i
when John and Evelyn Rush drove past .
A happy reunion took p lace and Ar thur
though f ind ing work a b i t  scarce was
enloy ing the reg ion immeasurably .
He was looking forward to attending the Trust's
Chr s tmas Par ty . "

Want to get outside, get fit
and do something fun?

Cal/ Russ McStav. Rimutaka Forest Park
Trust on Ph. 569 2915.


