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Reminder! ! ! !
The R.F.P.T. Christmas Party wi l l  be held on
Sunday 14rh December at  the Visi tor Centre.
l f  you would i ike to at tend please contact
John and Evelyn Rush on 564 8551.

Schools and Trust help to plant

the Entrance to the Park

Konini  Pr imary School,  Wainuiomata
Primary and Tawa lntermediate students
helped to plant over 3000 seedl ings at  the
entrance of the Park and Peace
Grove in August and September this year.
Karamu/Coprosma Robusta,
Mahoe/Whiteywood, M a ko ma ko/W in eb e rry,
Kowhai,  Carex and Northern Rata
seedl ings now greet you at the parks
entrance.

The students spent about 2-3 hours at
Catchpool wi th the t ime div ided between
plant ing and a conservat ion "walk-and-talk"
explaining the project,  what was involved
and the long term vis ion for th is part  of  the
Park. They were especial ly in lerested in the
pest control and were fascinated by the
demonstratrons of  the var ious traps. The
feedback from the teachers was very
posi t ive.  They fel t  that i t  was an excel lent
learning experience and introduct ion to
conservation and the park for the students
and looking forward to next year when it is
proposed to plant a further 5000
seedl ings.

Many thanks to al l  those who helped.

Plant ing Day

A party of Trust members and DOC staff
were active on planting day - Saturday 27"'
September above the camping ground at
the Catchpool,  which had been cleared of

pines recent ly.  Several  hundred Rata and
Kowhai were planted on the very steep
slopes, everyone got stuck in and
thoroughly enjoyed the day. An ear l ier  day
plant ing was also done on the steep slope
above the Visi tor Centre,  wi th Rata, Kowhai
and other nat ives being put in around the
May/June per iod.

B i l l  M i l ne

Global Volunteers assist  at  Park

A group of global  volunteers spenr 3 days
working in the Park with John Rush and Bi l l
t\4ilne on 1sth October. They were from
Alaska, Cal i fornia,  Texas and the UK and al l
very good keen workers.  I  th ink they al l
enjoyed the checking of  possum/stoaUrat
traps, c lear ing a new trap l ine and putt ing
out a couple of  stoat tunnel depots -  John
and Bi l l  McCabe kept them hard at  i t !

They were due to be back in the Park to do
some more work in late November.  This
group have been involved in several  areas
in New Zealand: Bushy Park at  Kai iwi
Wanganui,  wi th the Rimutaka Park Trust,
Taputaranga ls land Bay, Cast lepoint  Sheep
Stat ion -  to name but a fewl The leader
and organiser is Robert  Ashe.



Bi l l  M i l ne

Restoring the Dawn Ghorus

Programme

Las t  Sunday .  a t  abou t  2 .00  p .m.  up  on  the
Tawa Grove, (cutting through to bludge a
cup of coffee of f  Evelyn) I  got stopped dead
in my tracks by a cacophony of sound. The
temperature was warm, the air  was st i l l
and the bush al ive with birds singing, f ly ing,
chirping and hopping. Most spectacular
were the Tui ,  a group of fantai ls took up the
chorus jumping and chirping. Riror i ro (Grey
Warbler)  burbled on with enthusiasm to the
maxl A f i l thy great Paradise duck landed up
in the Rata tree and his white-headed
gidfr iend landed beside him. What were
they doing up there? Numerous thrush,
blackbird (great seed dispersers) and
rosel la were making their  presence fel t  but
they can' t  match the singing of  the nat ives.

Later,  lchecked diary records and noted the
number of  birds seen and heard throughout
the whole Tawa Grove area - Thursday
March, 2000 1 Kereru: Sat.4l . ,4arch 2
Kingf isher,2 Piwakawaka; l \4arch 7- 1Tui,
1 Kereru, 1 Kingf isher,  Rosel las:  8 March -
1 Piwakawaka: 9 March -  magpie i rvasion.
no nat ive birds seen or heard and so on.

Since March 2000 we have dispatched over
2000 possums, innumerable rats,  60
magpies. 70 hedgehogs. over 100 stoats.
feral cats, mice and 3 roosters. Winston
Churchill once reckoned that "Never before
had so many benefited from so few" and it
appl ies out here in the Catchpool.  Over one
hundred thousand vis i tors a year benef i t
from the efforts of a few committed
enthusiasts.

We haven' t  restored the Dawn Chorus to al l
of the Park yet or even to very much of it but
where we have the somnolent beauty of  the
landscape and spectacular v ibrancy of  the
birdsong is the best tonic for melanchol ia,
stress, overwork and disappointment that I
know.

So get out herel  Tel l  a l l  your f r iends to
spend an hour or two in the Tawa Grove,
Five Mi le,  Nature and Nga Taonga Trai ls,
krock back one o{ Evelyn's coffees and a
couple of  her "World-famous Cookies" at  the
Visi tor Centre and save making vis i ts to the
medicos and chemists.

Bi l l  Mi lne jo ins me in thanking members of
the DOC staf f  who have encouraged, guided
and f inanced us through much of th is work.
We take this opportuni ty to wish al l
members of  the Trust a t ruly Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

John  Rush

Update on stoat control  in

Turere Region

At the t ime of wr i t ing we are busy marking
stoat t rap locat ions along the tracks
surrounding the Turere stream area. in
preparat ion for a hel icopter drop of the stoat
boxes in January 2004. We plan
to do mult ip le hel icopter drops ( ie into
several  drop si tes) so that boxes wi l l  not
have to carr ied for large distances dur ing
subsequent deployment.

The tracks we are planning to t rap include:
l\4cKerrow, Whakanui, the Turere Ridge
(cut t rack),  the Havaard track (cut l rack),
and Clay Ridge. In addi t ion, the Big Bend
track and Orongorongo track form outer
boundaries for the Turere area.

Those interested in the current progress can
check out a temporary web-page:
http: / / tsel l is 1 . f reeweb Daqe. orqi  Tu rere ht fni
for a map of t racks we intend to t rap along,
and some updates on tracks that have been
marKe0.

During and after the hel icopter drop in ear ly
2004 we would appreciate some help from



Trust (and olher)  volunteers along the
McKerrow and Whakanui r idges. We' l l  keep
you posted!

Once traps have been deployed, we
envisage sett ing up several  semi-
autonomous groups of 2-5 people
maintaining each l ine. The people in these
groups wi l l  be able to 'spel l 'one another,  so
that maintenance should not be too
arduous! Each l ine needs to be checked/
rebaited once every month in winter and
once every 2 weeks in summer, and should
involve a 4-5 hour t ramp with minimal t ime
spent at  the traps.

Russ McStay is maintaining a volunteer l ist
for those of you who are keen to help out!
He can be contacted at:

37 Mawson St
Waiwhetu
Phone: 569-2915
Emai l :  r .  mcstay@hyoer.  net.nz

October 24th 2003
Susan El l is,  Bi l l  McCabe, Paul Jansen, John
Rush and others.

Pest Plants of  the Greater

Wel l ington Region

Members at tending the Trust 's AGM
benefited from a most informative Power
Polnl presentation by Mark McAlpine from
the Biosecuri ty Divis ion of  Greater
Wel l ington Regional Counci l .  His key
message was that pesl plants are
everyone's responsibi l i ty,  point ing out in this
regard that Greater Wellington provides free
plant ident i f icat ion and control  advice.

Greater Wel l ington classi f ies ident i f ied pest
plants u nder four Categories:

EradicationPest PIants - There are
current ly 13 species in this category.
Greater Wel l ington wi l l  control  any of
these on your property at no cost to you.
They are:-

A f r i n r  n  f o a t h o r  n r a c c

(P e n n i set u m m ac rou ru m)
Bathurst bur
(Xanthium splnosum)

Blue passion flower (Passlf/ora
caerulea )
Cl imbing spindleberry (Celastrus
orbiculatus)
Eelgrass (Vallisneria spp)
Manchurian wild rice (Zizania
latifolia)
l\4ignonette (madeira)
vine (Anredera cordifolia)
Moth plant (Araujia sericifera)
Perennial neltle (Uftica diocia)
Saffron thistle (Catharmus la natus)
Smi lax (Asparagus asparagoides)
Sweet pea shrub (Polygala
myftifolia)
Wool ly nig htshade (So/anum
mauritianum)

The above pest plants are of  l imited
disrr iout ion and the long term object ive is
their  complete eradicat ion from the region.

Containment Pest Plants - There are
current ly 7 species in this category,  most
wel l  establ ished within speci f ic areas of  the
region. The oblect ive is to prevent them
spreading into unaffected areas. The
enaf. rae . -nn.arnar i  2ra -

Boneseed (C hrysanthe motdes
monilifera)
Darwins barberry (Berberis darwinii)
F\ /p r^ rcan h | | . k thnrn  I  Rhamnus
alaternus)
Hornwort (Ce ratophyll u m deme rsu m)
Mistflower (Agerati na ri pa ria)
Nodding thrst le (Carduus nufans)
Snakefeather ICl imbing asparagus]
(Asparagus scandens)

Responsibi l r ty for the control  regime
appl icable to each of these pests var ies
between local  government distr icts within
the region. Greater Wel l ington wi l l  carry
out free control for some in particular areas.
For more speci f ic informat ion consult
Greater Wel l ington or you local  counci l .

Supp,'ession Pest Pranfs - There are
current ly 4 species in this category,  al l  qui te
widespread throughout the region. The
object ive is to minimise adverse impacts to
the region. The plants concerned are:-

Banana passionfru it (Passlf/ora
lnparllla varieties)



Cathedral bells (Cobaea scandens)
Old mans s beard (Clematis vttalba)
Wild ginger (Hedychium
gardn eria niu m. & H. flavesce ns)

Occupiers are responsible for control l rng
infestat ions of  these plants on their  properiy.

Sife Led Pest Prants - There are currently
3 species in this category,  al l  so widespread
throughout the region that boundary control
is considered the only opt ion. The plants
concerned are:-

Gorse (U/ex europacus)
Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)
Variegated th istle (S/yburn
marianum)

Occupiers must control  infestat ions within
speci f ied distances of their  boundaries,  i f  an
adloining occupier lodges a complaint  wi th
Greater Wel l ington.

Greater Wel l ington publ ishes a pamphlet
" Pest Plants of the Greater Wellington
Reglon" which provides descriptions and
coloured photos of  each of the foregoing
pest plants to facilitate recognition and
report ing by members of  the publ ic.

A more comprehensive reference
publ icat ion avai lable is "The New Zealand
Pest Plant Manual - lncluding National and
Regional Pesl P/anls . This comprises a
sel  of  colour pr inted cards containing
photographs and descr ipt ions of  plants that
are conside.ed pests in New Zealand. The
cards are perforated at the top and rhe ser
comes wrapped in c lear plast ic complete
with two hinged holding r ings to faci l i tate
use in the f ie ld.  Al l  p lants included in the
manual are banned from distr ibut ion,
commercial  sale and propagat ion at  a
nat ional  or regional level .  Several  of  those
included are popular wi th home owners, e.g.
Cotoneaster glaucophyllum & C..franchetii,
Jasminium polyanthum and Tuber ladder
f ern (N e p h rolep si s co rd ifol i a).

The manual also l ists some species which
are not yet included in any of  Greater
Wel l ington's pest plant categories,  but which
are commonly encountered on hi l ls ides
around the region and which do inhibi t

nat ive bush regenerat ion. Examples are
Himalayan honeysuckle (Leycesteria
formosa\, Japanese honeysuckle (Lon ice ra
japonical and Hawthorn (Crateagus
monogyna\. An infestation of Tutsan
(H ype ricu m a n d rosa e m u m), another of
those l isted in the manual,  was reported by
an eagle-eyed vis i tor to be growing in the
Rimutaka Forest Park.  I  h is has been
romnvod .n . l  . {oc t r^ \ /6 .1

Unfortunately,  the l isted plant Buddleia
(Buddleja davidii) is already rampant in river
beds and many stream beds in the Park and
is beyond the resources of DOC to
effectively control, let alone eradicate.
Nevertheless, we do ask Park visitors to
report to the Department of Conservation
any other l isted pest plants they see
growrng rnere.

Russ l\,4cstay, Secretary

What Hutt  Gity Counci l  is Doing

To Gontrol  Pest Plants

Old N/an's Beard is a total  control  plant
within Hutt  Ci ty boundaries,  whether on
Counci l  land or pr ivate property.  HCC wi l l
Lndertake ini t ia l  control  and ongoing
monitoring of sites free of charge for Hutt
City residents.

Current ly HCC is act ively surveying the ci ty
to assess location and size of infestations of
Cathedral Bells (Cobaea scandens) and
Bana na Passiontuit (Passiflora tripaftita
var iet ies).  On Counci l  managed land HCC
wil l  undertake control  and o4going
monitor ing. On pr ivately owned land HCC
wil l  advise on best removal methods.

HCC is taking a proact ive approach in
deal ing with Darwin's Barberry (Berber is
darwinii). AII known sites on Council
managed land are being control led and
monitored, whi le on pr ivate land i t  can
advise on best control  methods. For this
pest,  there is a real  possibi l i ty of  achieving
in due course total  eradicat ion within the ci ty
boundaries.  ln this regard, Hutt  Ci ty is
fortunate that it does not have infestations
as massive and widespread as those
encountered in the Wrights Hi l l  and Hawkins



Hil l  areas of  Wel l ington. Residents,
walkers and trampers are asked to assist by
reporting to HCC the location of any
Darwin's Barberry plants they come across
anywhere within the Hutt  Ci ty boundaries.

A proactive approach is also being taken in
respect of Wild Ginger (Hedychium
garderianium and H. flavescens) and Purple
Ragwort (Senecio glastifollus). The latter,
which rs rarely encountered in Hutt  Ci ty,  wi l l
be control led by HCC when and i f  spotted.
HCC controls and monitors infestat ions of
Wild Ginger on Counci l  managed land and
can advise pr ivate land owners on best
removal methods.

The person to contact in HCC about pest
plants rs Beckee Hobbs, phone 570-6702,
or E-mai l  rebecca. hobbs@h uttc i tv.oovt.  nz

HCC staff would like to be to do more to
help contain the spread of Snakefeather
(Asparagus scandens). This pest plant is
prevalent in a number of  areas of
regenerat ing nat ive bush within the ci ty
boundaries and can strangle emerging
young trees. The main source of spread is
by birds eating the attractive orange/red
berr ies and dispersing the seeds. With
signilicant infestation in parts of the East
Harbour Regional Park,  i t  may be only a
matter of  t ime before this "nasty" appears in
the Rimutaka Forest Park.

Russ l\4cstay
Secretary

Animal Pest Management By

Greater Wel l ington Regional

Gounci l

The second guest speaker at  the Trust 's
AGM was Ken Wright f rom the Biosecuri ty
Divis ion of  Greater Wel l ington Regional
Council. He too gave a most informative
Power Point presentation on the Council's
pol ic ies in deal ing with the region's animal
pests in areas outside DOC's conservation
estate.  The main emphasis of  his
address was on GWRC's activities in
deal ing with possums, goats and magpies.

GWRC undertakes possum control  not only
for environmental  enhancement reasons,
but also on behalf  of  the Animal Health
Board to help guard against the spread of
bovine tuberculosis through possums
interact ing with catt le and deer herds.
Ken's presentation showed very clearly why
aerial  appl icat ion of  1080 poison is by far
the most ef fect ive and most economic
means of reducing to a very low level  lhe
possum densi ty in dense bush clad areas
and rugged terrain where al ternat ive ground
based operat ions are not real ly feasible.
Using GPS equrpped hel icopters carrying
custom-designed bai t  appl icators;  i t  has
been possible to reduce qui te dramatical ly
over recent years the amount of  poison bai t
per hectare needed to achieve the desired
control  level .  The current lower sowrng
rates have not only reduced operational
costs, but also have served to lower the
r isks to nonlarget species.

Magpies are being increasingly perceived
by the publ ic as a pest warrant ing some
control  to reduce their  numbers. GWRC
wil l  make avai lable on loan to pr ivate
property owners cage traps, complete with
cal l  b ird and operat ing instruct ions, enabl ing
them to catch and ki l l  unwanted magpies on
their  land.

The 1080 Debate

Fror l  t ime to t ime the news media gives
coverage to the sometimes vociferous
opposi t ion expressed by groups
campaigning against the use of 1080 poison
as a means of control l ing possums. In
May 2003 the Animal Health Board and the
Department of  Conservat ion publ ished "Ihe
use of 1080 to control possums and
other pests - A resource document".
This highly informat ive 49 page publ icat ion
(ISBN 047822425-7) is recommended
reading for al l  those want ing to gain a better
understanding of issues that have fuel led
the debate concerning the widespread use
of this poison in New Zealand. Copies
are avai lable for perusal  in the Catchpool
Visitor Centre.

Russ Mcstay
Secretary



Weed Gontrol  in the Rimutaka

Forest Park

DOC staff are continuing to work on the
control  of  a number of  exot ic pest plants
within the Rimutaka Forest Park.  The work
is being carr ied out mainly in the Catchpool
and Orongorongo Val leys and target ing the
fol lowing species:

. Pampas Grass (Codadeda jubata. C.
selloana) - la rge-clump-forming
nrascps  wh i r -h  havc  a  s imi la r

appearance to native toetoe.
. Wandering Jew (Tradescantta

f luminensis) -  a creeping, perennial
groundcover which forms large mats.
I  o a v o a  . r o  d a r k  ^ r e q ^

. Mexican Daisy (Erigeron
kaNinskianus) -  a sprawl ing,
evergreen perennial  daisy with white
or purpl ish-pink, yel low centred
flowers.

. Old Man's Beard (C/emafls vitalba) -
a deciduous, c l imbing and layer ing
vine which grows to 20m tal l .  Leaves
consist of 5 widely spaced leaflets.
White flowers are present between
December and May. Note al l  nat ive
Clematts spp are eve'green, have 3
leaflets and flower between August
and December.

.  Japa nese Honeysuckle (Lonicera
Japontcd) -  a vrgorous. evergreen
cl imber with deep shiny green leaves
and yellow, sweetly scented flowers.

Addit ional ly,  a number of  exot ic t rees have
been removed from the Catchpool Val ley.
Work has initially focussed on Eucalyptus
and Acacia species in the vicinity of the top
carpark,  and var ious exot ic t rees in the
Tawa Grove area. A group of Rimutaka
Trust members jo ined DOC staf f  for a
product ive day in February and removed a
large number of  ash and alder f rom the
Tawa Grove area.

Please report any discoveries of weed
infestations in the Forest Park to DOC
(Catchpool Office tel: 564 1249, Poneke
Area Otfice lel. 472 5821\

Peter Griffen (DOC)

Pul l ing & Plant ing

On 26 August a group of Trust members
and some DOC staf f  undertook the plant ing
out of  young Northern Rata and Kowhai
trees on the hi l ls ide behind the Catchpool
Visitor Centre, The area selected for
plant ing was the rather steep south facing
slope above the road, and beneath the
newly cleared sect ion of  the former Pine
Loop Track.

Looking down from the track, one could see
quite a number of  wi ld ing pines emerging
among the regenerat ing nat ive plants.  Our
ins t ruc t i ons  were  " . . . . . . . . . and  wh i l e  you ' re
down there plant ing, pul l  out any wi ld ing
pines you come across."  Clear ly,  "pul l ing"
in this part  of  the hi l l  had not been done for
qui te some t ime.

Ful l  of  enthusiasm and each equipped with
a narrow spade and an armful  of  young
trees, Trust members spread out and
clambered down off  the track. Pul l ing out
the young pines we encountered was the
relat ively easy bi t .  Finding a secure foot ing
as we descended soon proved qui te a
chal lenge. Not only was t l 'e ererging
vegetat ion becoming dense in places. but
also there was much slashing mater ial  ( f rom
the logging operat ions) which had to be
negot iated at  t imes. Most of  us found
ourselves somewhat uncomfortably
straddled on occasions when probing for a
f i rm foot ing on the downhi l l  s ide -  ouch!! l

However,  the ratas and kowhais al l  got duly
planted with appropr iate spacing between
them. Hopeful ly,  there wi l l  be a good
survival  rate,  providing in due course both a
colourful  showing to Park vrsi tors rn spr i rg
and summer and an attract ive food supply
for nat ive birdl i fe.

Al l  who part ic ipated in the plant ing were
pleasant ly surpr ised to see f i rst  hand the
species diversi ty in the natural  regenerat ion
already occurr ing on these slopes.

Russ McStay
Secretary



Dog Survey

As part of the preparation for our proposal to
DOC to release kiwi  in the Park we have
been running a survey of  Park vis i tors.
Along with the usual "Where do you come
from?" and "What do you do in the Park?"
we ask how people feel  about the
introduct ion of  tnreatened nat ive species.
such as kiwis.  Because dogs are percerved
as being potent ial ly harmful  to k iwis,  we are
try ing to f ind out how many vis i tors br ing
dogs with them and where they l ike to go.
The last  quest ion seeks an indicat ion of
support for several suggested dog control
measures. l t  may come as a surpr ise to
some that the Forest Park Regulat ions
require dogs to be on a leash at al l  t imes
except in designated areas!

Bi l l  Mccabe

Office Bearers For 2O03/O4

At the Trust's Annual General l\,4eeting on
October the following office bearers were
elected for the current f inancial  Vear:

President
Vice President Bi l l
Treasu rer
Secretary
Exec Committee

Auditor
Newsletter

Bill l\,4ccabe
t\,4itne

Jackie Mitchel l
Russ McStay
Marty Green
John Hunt
Melody McLaughl in
Don lvlillward
Kevin O'Donnel l
John Rush
Evelyn Rush
Ph i l  Rund le
Nicky Rush

Due to the frequency of absences whi le
travelling away from Wellington, Dave
Fitzgerald did not wish to cont inue as a
member of  the Execut ive Committee.

Presentation to Don Millward

Members at tending the AGM were informed
that Don Mi l lward had decided to step down

from the position of Treasurer after many
years of  undertaking this key responsibi l i ty
on behalf of the Trust. As a token of
appreciat ion of  Don s outstanding
contr ibut ion in this role,  President Bi l l
McCabe presented him with a book t i t led
"The Field Guide to the Birds of New
Zealand". That Don will continue to serve
the Trust as a member of  the Execut ive
Committee is much appreciated.

A gent le reminder -

to al l  Trust members: Annual Subs. are due
- final payment would be appreciated before
Christmas. Many thanks and a Merry
Christmas to al l .

J ackie M itch ell/TTea s u re r

lf yau would like to make a contribution to The
Rag, please email Nicky Rush at the following
addressr nicola_steve@msn.com or write to her
at 7 Main Raad, Titahi Bay.


